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QUESTION
“India must expand its energy supply to provide universal access to modern
energy and maintain economic growth.” How does India’s growing energy
needs play an important role in changing geopolitical scenario in Asia?

EXPLANATION
Energy Se curity and Influence of energy and India’s foreign policy
“Energy security refers to the uninterrupted availability of energy sources at an affordable price.”

Introduction
With 70% of India’s energy generation capacity is from fossil fuels and coal ac counting for 40% of India’s
total energy consumption followed by crude oil and natural gas at 24% and 6% respectively, the energy
policy of India is largely defined by the country’s burgeoning energy deficit and increased focus on developing
alternative sources of energy particularly nuclear, solar and wind energy.

India is largely dependent on fossil fuel imports to meet its energy demands — by 2030, India’s
dependence on energy imports is expected to exceed 53% of the country’s total energy consumption.

Due to rapid economic expansion, India has one of the world’s fastest growing energy markets and is
expected to be the second-largest contributor to the increase in global energy demand by 2035, accounting
for 18% of the rise in global energy consumption.

Given India’s growing energy demands and limited domestic fossil fuel reserves, the country has
ambitious plans to expand its renewable and nuclear power industries. India has the world’s fifth largest
wind power market and plans to add about 20GW of solar power capacity by 2022. India also envisages
increasing the contribution of nuclear power to overall electricity generation capacity from 4.2% to 9% within
25 years.
What are the energy needs of India
 Energy is critical, directly or indirectly, in the entire process of evolution, growth and survival of all

living beings and it plays a vital role in the socio-economic development and human welfare of a
country. Energy has come to be known as a ‘strategic commodity’ and any uncertainty about its
supply can threaten the functioning of the economy, particularly in developing economies.

 There is  a strong two-way relationship between economic de velopment and energy consumption.
On one hand, growth of an economy, with its global competitiveness, hinges on the availability of
cost-effective and environmentally benign energy sources, and on the other hand, the level of economic
development has been observed to be reliant on the energy demand.

 The Indian economy has experienced unprecedented economic growth over the las t decade.
Today, India is the ninth largest economy in the world. The demand and supply imbalance in energy is
pervasive across all sources requiring serious efforts by Government of India to augment energy
supplies as India faces possible severe energy supply constraints.

 The New Policies Scenario (NPS) projects that India’s demand continues will grow quickly, reaching
1 464 Mtoe in 2035, increasing by a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 3.1% from 2009 to
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2035, whic h is more than double the world’s energy demand at a CAGR of 1.3% for the same period.
India’s share in world energy demand increases from 5.5% in 2009 to 8.6% in 2035.

Sources of Energy in India
Coal
India now ranks third amongst the coal producing countries in the world. Being the most abundant
fossil fuel in India till date, it continues to be one of the most important sourc es for meeting the domestic
energy needs. It accounts for 55% of the country’s total energy supplies.

Through sustained increase in investment, produc tion of coal increased from about 70 MT (million
tonnes) (2005) in early 1970s to 382 MT in 2004/05. Most of the coal production in India comes from open
pit mines  contributing to over 81% of the total production while underground mining accounts for rest of
the national output (2005). Despite this increase in production, the e xisting demand exceeds the
supply. The traditional buyers of Indian coal are Bangladesh, Bhutan, and Nepal.

The development of core infras tructure sectors like power, steel, and cement are dependent on coal.
About 75% of the coal in the country is consumed in the power sector.

Oil and natural gas
The lates t estimates indicate that India has  around 0.4% of the world’s proven reserves of crude oil. The
quantity of crude oil imported increased from 11.66 MT during 1970/71 to 81 MT by 2003/04. The exports
of petroleum products went up from around 0.5 MT during 1970/71 to 14 MT by 2003/04.

India’s consumption of natural gas has  rise n faster than any other fuel in the recent years.
Natural gas demand has been growing at the rate of about 6.5% during the last 10 years. Industr ies such
as  power ge neration, fertilizer, and petrochemical production are shifting towards  natural gas.
India’s natural gas  consumption has been met entirely through domestic  production in the past.

 However, in the last 4/5 years, there has been a huge unmet demand of natural gas in the country,
mainly required for the core sectors of the economy. To bridge this gap, apart from encouraging domestic
production, the import of LNG (liquefied natural gas) is being considered as one of the possible solutions
for India’s expected gas shortages. Several LNG terminals have been planned in the country.

Renewable energy sources
Renewable energy sources offer viable option to address the energy security concerns of a country.
Today, India has one of the highest potentials for the effective use of renewable energy. India is the world’s
fifth largest producer of wind power after Denmark, Germany, Spain, and the USA. There is a significant
potential in India for generation of power from renewable energy sources—hydro, biomass, and solar
energy. The country has an estimated SHP (small-hydro power) potential of about 15 000 MW. Other renewable
energy technologies, including solar photovoltaic, solar thermal, small hydro, and biomass power are
also spreading. Greater reliance on renewable energy sources offers enormous economic, social, and
environmental benefits.

Energy Conservation
Bio-Fuels
The former President of India, Dr. Abdul Kalam, is one of the strong advocaters of Jatropha cultivation for
production of bio-diesel. In a speech, the Former President said that out of the 6,00,000 km² of waste land that
is available in India over 3,00,000 km² is suitable for Jatropha cultivation. Once this plant is grown, it has a useful
lifespan of several decades. During its life Jatropha requires very little water when compared to other cash crops.

It is estimated that renewable and carbon neutral biomass resources of India can replace present
consumption of all fossil fuels if used productively.
Wind power
The once-impoverished village of Muppandal benefited from the building of the nearby Muppandal wind
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farm, a renewable energy source, which supplies the villagers with electricity for work.The village had
been selec ted as the showcase for India’s $2 billion clean energy programme which provides foreign
companies with tax breaks for establishing fields  of wind turbines in the area.
Oil
The state-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) acquired shares in oil fields in countries like
Sudan, Syria, Iran,  and Nigeria – investments  that have led to diplomatic tensions with the United
States.Bec ause of political instability in the Middle East and increasing domestic  demand for energy, India is
keen on decreasing its dependency on OPEC to meet its oil demand, and increasing its energy security.
Nuclear power
India boasts a quickly advancing and active nuclear power programme. It is expected to have 20 GW of
nuclear c apacity by 2020, though they currently stand as the 9th in the world in terms of nuclear capacity.
Hydrogen Energy
Hydrogen Energy programme s tarted in India after joining the IPHE (International Partnership for  Hydrogen
Economy) in the year 2003.  There are nineteen other countries including Australia, USA, UK, Japan are
members. This globe partnership helps India to set up commercial use of Hydrogen gas as  an energy
source. This will implemented through Public Private Partnership.
Solar Energy
India’s theoretical solar potential is about 5000 T kWh per year far more than its  current total consumption.
Currently solar power is prohibitive due to high initial costs of deployment. However India’s long-term solar
potential could be unparalleled in the world because it has the ideal combination of both high solar insolation
and a big potential consumer base density.

Specific questions on each sector
Wind Energy to boost India’s energy security
The development of wind power in India began in the 1990s, and has significantly increased in the last few
years.

As of 2013 the installed capacity of wind power in India was 19779.15 MW, mainly spread across
Tamil Nadu , Gujarat, Maharashtra ,Karnataka, Rajasthan ,Madhya Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh ,Kerala ,Orissa
,West Bengal.

Wind energy could soon supply 5 GW annually to fight chronic pow er shortages in the country.
India was the 3rd largest wind power market in 2011, China and USA and fifth in overall cumulative

installed capacity.
Suzlon, an Indian-owned company, emerged on the global scene in the past decade, and by 2006 had

captured almost 7.7 percent of market share in global wind turbine sales. Suzlon is currently the leading
manufacturer of wind turbines for the Indian market, holding some 43 percent of market share in India.
Suzlon’s success has made India the developing country leader in advanced wind turbine technology.

Barriers in Wind energy
· Initial cost for wind turbines is greater than that of conventional fossil fuel generators per MW installed.
· Noise is produced by the rotor blades. This is not normally

Solar energy
The Indian government’s thrust on inclusive growth is laudable and it is well known that growth, prosperity,
healthcare, education and improvement in living conditions are all dependent on availability of pow er and an
energy security model based on large power producing plants and a massive transmission and dis tribution
system is neither viable nor feasible in rural areas whether remote or otherwise.

Solar energy applies energy from the sun in the form of solar radiation for heat or to generate electricity.
Solar pow ered electricity generation uses either photovoltaics  or heat engines (concentrated solar power).
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A partial list of other solar applications includes space heating and cooling through solar architecture,
day lighting, and solar hot water, solar cooking,  and high temperature process heat for industrial
purposes.

India is densely populated and has high solar insolation, an ideal combination for using solar  power in
India.

In July 2009, India unveiled a US$19 billion plan to produce 20 GW of solar power by 2020. Under the
plan, the use of solar-powered equipment and applications would be made compulsory in all government
buildings, as well as hospitals and hotels.On 18 November 2009, India was launched its National Solar
Mission under the National Action Plan on Climate Change, with plans to generate 1,000 MW of power by
2013. From August 2011 to July 2012, India went from 2.5 MW of grid connected photovoltaic to over 1,000
MW.

Influence of energy and India’s foreign policy (India’s Energy Diplomacy)
India’s pursuit of equity oil has led it to forge strategic relationship with supplier countries such as Russia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kazakhas tan, Venezuela, ASEAN Countries Gulf  and African Countries etc.

Russia
India has  made substantial investments in Russia and former Soviet republic Kazakhastan .Russia being a
leading energy producer and India being a significant energy consumer makes them perfect partners in this
vital sector energy cooperation.

India has  stepped up efforts to access to energy resources in Russia, destined to lay an important role
in ensuring India’s energy security. India energy cooperation constitutes a strong piller of Indo-Russians
special and privilege strategic partnership.

· Energy sector is an important area in Indo-Russian bilateral relations. In 2001, ONGC-Videsh
Limited acquired 20% stake in the Sakhalin-I oil and gas project in the Russian Federation, and
has invested about US $1.7 billion in the project.

· The Russian company Gazprom and Gas Authority of India Ltd. have collaborated in joint
development of a block in the Bay of Bengal.

· Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project with two units of 1000 MW each is a good example of Indo-
Russian nuclear energy co-operation. Both sides have expressed interest in expanding co-operation
in the energy sector.

Gulf Countries
India enjoys traditionally cordial relations and cooperation with the GCC. India’s old, historical ties with
GCC states, coupled with increasing imports  of oil and gas, growing trade and investment opportunities,
and presence of approximately 6 million Indian workers in the region, are of  vital interest to India.

India after having consolidated ties with the ASEAN countries especially after the FTA is now energy
security with the GCC states. The key factors driving its policies are apart from India quest for energy
security,  trade, investment, security of workers and their remittances.

India and Iran
India and Iran relations span centuries marked by meaningful interactions. The two countries  shared a
border till 1947 and share several common features in their language, culture and traditions. Both India the
Persian Gulf have strong commercial, energy, cultural and people-to-people links.

ONGC Videsh Ltd: Farsi Offshore Exploration Block
The Exploration Service Contract (ESC) for Farsi Offshore Exploration Block, Iran was signed in December,
2002. The Consortium carried out seismic API and drilled four exploratory wells in the Block during 2006
- 07 resulting in discovery of oil and gas.  Subsequently, the Farzad-B gas field was declared Commercial
with effec t from 18th August,  2008 by National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC). The Master Development
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Plan (MDP) for the Farzad ‘B’ Gas Field is under finalisation. OVL’s share of investment was about USD 36
million till 31st March,  2011. About TAPI

The Trans-Afghanistan Pipeline (also known as Turkmenistan–Afghanistan–Pakistan–India Pipeline)
is a proposed natural gas pipeline being developed by the Asian Development Bank. Expected to be
completed around 2017, the pipeline will transport Caspian Sea natural gas from Turkmenistan through
Afghanis tan into Pakistan and then to India. Proponents  of the project see it as a modern continuation of
the Silk Road.

Shale gas- India
About Shale gas
Shale gas is natural gas produced from shale, a type of sedimentary rock . Shale gas has become an
increasingly important source of natural gas in the United States over the pas t decade, and interest has
spread to potential gas shales in Canada, Europe, Asia, and Australia, India.

There is an obvious interest in exploring for shale gas domestically, given the enormous success in the
US. The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) has identified six basins as potentially shale gas
bearing. These are Cambay, Assam-Arakan, Gondwana, Krishna-Godavari, Kaveri, and the Indo-Gangetic
plain.

During US President Obama’s visit to India in November 2010, India and US decided to cooperate in
the fields  of clean-tech and shale gas.

India and USA agreed to deepen our co-operation in pursuit of clean energy technologies, including the
creation of a new clean energy research centre here in India, and continuing our joint research into solar,
biofuels, shale gas and building efficiency.

India’s participation in the shale gas industry in the US
Reliance Industries Ltd (RIL) has made big investments (US$ 3.5 billion) in the Marcellus and Eagle Ford
shales through joint ventures with Chevron, Carrizo, and Pioneer.

Marcellus  has been described as the larges t discovered unc onventional gas f ield in the US and one of
the larges t worldwide, with estimated net recoverable resources of 318 trillion cubic feet (tcf).

Oil India Limited (OIL), Indian Oil Corporation (IOC), and GAIL India Limited have also
made inve stments in shale gas production in the US.

QUESTION
The new Indian Defence Policy is creating a road map towards expansion of
the Look East Policy. Explain

EXPLANATION
The dominant impulse of India’s Look East Policy (LEP) that was launched in 1992 was ec onomic and
cultural, the objective being to reintegrate India economically and culturally with our civilisational neighbours
of South Eas t (SE) Asia.

In December 2012, the ASEAN-India Commemorative Summit was held in New Delhi to signify two
decades of India’s LEP. Growing trade ties have corresponded with the expans ion of relationship in the
areas of defence and security and thus the engagement whic h was primarily political and economic has
acquired strategic content in the recent years.
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India and countrie s of South Asia share  many threats  and challenges  e specially in the
areas of  non-conventional security. India and SE Asian nations have been s trengthening their
defenc e and security relationship both at bilateral and multilateral levels  to address  suc h threats.
De fe nce cooperation with ASEAN me mbers is  ge ared primarily towards exchange s of  high-
le ve l visits , strategic dialogues , port calls,  training exchanges , joint exercises  and provision
of defence  e quipme nt.

Prime Mins ter Dr Manmohan Singh during his visit to Myanmar in April 2012 observed that both India
and Myanmar need to “expand our security cooperation that is  vital not only to maintain peace along our
land borders but also to protect maritime trade which we hope will open up through the sea route between
Kolkata and Sittwe.”

Malacca Straits is the pivotal transiting point through which most of the oil and gas transportation of
India, Southeast and East Asian countries take place. Increasing incidence of piracy for ransom and smuggling
in the high seas, which threatens uninterrupted transportation of oil and gas, has prompted these states to
secure the sea lanes. Here cooperation with Indonesia, Singapore, Thailand and Malaysia to secure Malacca
Straits and the neighbouring areas remains  strategically important.

India has also been supporting the freedom of navigation and United Nations Convention on the Law
of the Sea (UNCLOS) through South China Sea where some of the ASEAN countries are at the receiving
end of China’s assertive policies.

Further, as part of deepening its engagement with the Southeast Asian countries through military to
military relations, India has provided access to Singapore armed forces to use Indian training facilities like
Air Force and Artillery firing ranges. Singapore has signed Defence Cooperative Agreement in 2003 and a
“Bilateral Agreement for the Conduct of Joint Military Training and Exercises in India”. Naval exercises
between both the Navies are being conducted annually since 1994; in 2011, the naval exercise between both
the Navies were conducted in South China Sea and the shore phase of the exercise was conducted at the
Changi Naval Base of Singapore

India has  defence cooperation and exchanges with Cambodia, Laos, Brunei and Philippines.
For instanc e, India is setting up an Air Force Acade my in Laos.

Both India and ASEAN members  have been on an upward economic trajectory and as they grow, the
security and strategic environment has also been becoming c omplex. While these nations have been in a
beneficial economic relationship with India and China, they remain wary of China’s growing assertion and
irredentist tendencies

India’s efforts in defenc e cooperation with ASEAN also aims at addressing its own strategic  concerns
both in the Indian Ocean littoral as well as in South China Sea.

There is also a case for reviewing our restrictive policies on export of defence hardware to South East
Asian nations.

QUESTION
India-Bangladesh water disputes

EXPLANATION
India and Bangladesh share 54 rivers between them. Despite setting up a Joint River Commission for water
management as early as 1972, tensions between the countries  on how to share resources recently came to
a head in a dispute over the Teesta River. At stake are the lives of countless people from West Bengal and
Bangladesh who depend upon the river for survival.

To date, only one comprehensive river pact has been signed by India and Bangladesh – a 1996 bilateral
treaty that established a 30-year water-sharing arrangement between the two countries. This w as set to
change in September 2011 w hen India’s Prime Minister, Dr. Manmohan Singh, was due to sign a pact with
his Bangladeshi counterpart regarding access and use of the Tees ta River.
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About The Teesta
The Teesta – which has its  source in Sikkim – flows through the northern part of West Bengal in India
before entering Bangladesh, where after coursing through about 45km of irrigable land, merges  with the
Brahmaputra River (or Jamuna w hen it enters Bangladesh). In 1983, an ad-hoc water sharing agreement
was reached between India and Bangladesh, whereby both countries were allocated 39% and 36% of the
water flow  respectively. The new bilateral treaty expands upon this agreement by proposing an equal
allocation of the Teesta River.
However, the deal fell through when the then newly elected Chief Minister of West Bengal, Ms. Mamata
Banerjee, refused to approve the treaty, fearing that the loss of higher volume of water to the lower riparian
would cause problems in the northern region of state, espec ially during drier months.

The Road Ahead
Both Bangladesh and West Bengal recognise that dealing with their regional problems offhand is a significant
impetus to allowing the water deal to kick off. West Bengal’s Chief Minister, Mamata Banerjee made it clear
at more than one occasion that her concerns hold in the greater interest of t s tate rather than admitting
concern towards strengthening Indo-Bangladeshi ties. “National interests cannot paramount at the stake of
West Bengal”, stated the Irrigation and Waterways Minister Rajib Banerjee of West Bengal.
In the wake of fraying Indo-Bangla relations , the signing of the extradition treaty and a liberalised visa
agreement does mark an effort towards improving bilateral relations between the two countries.  However,
at this juncture, it is expedient that Bangladesh continues cooperation till India re-adopts water diplomacy
and refrains from acting as  the ‘stipulated’ big brother in the region.

QUESTION
Gun-boat diplomacy

EXPLANATION
In international politics, gunboat diplomacy (may be referred to as “big stick diplomacy” in U.S history)
refers to the pursuit of foreign policy objectives with the aid of conspicuous displays of naval power
— implying or constituting a direct threat of warfare, should terms not be agreeable to the superior force
The term comes from the nineteenth-century period of imperialism, where European powers would intimidate
other less powerful states into granting conc essions through a demonstration of their superior naval power.

In modern context
Gunboat diplomacy is considered a form of hegemony.As the United States became a military power in the first
decade of the 20th century, the Rooseveltian version of gunboat diplomacy, big stick diplomacy, was partially
superseded by dollar diplomacy: replacing the big stick with the “juicy carrot” of American private investment.
However, during Woodrow Wilson’s presidency, conventional gunboat diplomacy did occur, most notably in
the case of the U.S. Army’s occupation of Veracruz in 1914, during the Mexican Revolution.

Gunboat diplomacy in the post-Cold War world is still based mostly on naval forces, ow ing to the
United States Navy’s overwhelming sea power. U.S. administrations have frequently changed the disposition
of their major naval fleets to influence opinion in foreign capitals. More urgent diplomatic points were made
by the Clinton administration in the Yugoslav wars of the 1990s  (in alliance with the United Kingdom’s Blair
government) and elsewhere, using sea-launc hed Tomahawk missiles, and E-3 AWACS airborne surveillance
aircraft in a more passive display of military presence.
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QUESTION
RIO +20

EXPLANATION
 The Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil in 1992. Therefore it is also known as RIO Summit.
 Rio+20 – the short name for the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development.
 It took place in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, in June 2012
 Since there is twenty years of  gap (2012-1992) between these two summits, the latest RIO Summit is

named “RIO +20”

India’s stand at RIO +20 Summit
Amid all the noise at Rio, India quietly but s trongly made its point. As one of the developing economies that
have taken strong stands in recent climate talks, the India delegation in Rio had a number of key issues to
defend and messages to deliver.

During his address to the Summit, Prime Minister Manmohan Singh emphasized economic development,
social inclusion and environmental sustainability as the critical components of sustainable development.

Later, Indian minister for environment and forests Jayanthi Natarajan summed  up  India’s
satisfaction with the Rio outcome by announcing, “Equity and its manifestation, the principle of common
but differentiated responsibilities (CBDR), are at the heart of international c ooperation for sustainable
development and we are glad that we have collectively agreed on this key issue, which is of great significance
to developing countries, not least in the climate change context.”

Discussions at Rio also demonstrated growing support for the notion of equitable growth, where growth
is affordable and sustainable for all.

The Indian delegation played a key role in building consensus about what this meant in practice -
namely no forcible specific goals and targets for countries , giving both developed and the developing
economies  the freedom to c arry out intergovernmental consultations so as to reach agreed sustainable and
equitable solutions. 

While acknowledging the achievements made, India was also critical on what it termed as  the ‘weak
political will’ of developed countries to assist developing nations with improved means of impleme ntation
of gree n economy obje ctives.

While there is no doubt some truth in this , the accusation also sits oddly with India’s own domestic
success in attracting substantial clean energy  investments and  its decision  to double its  renewable
energy capacity over the next f ive years. 

The challenge for the international c ommunity now is to scale up the actions that business and
governments at all levels are taking domestically and regardless of international inaction (including in India),
and unleash the clean revolution the world urgently needs. 

QUESTION
India and Myanmar economic ties

EXPLANATION
India and Myanmar share special ties of culture, language, trade and tradition rooted in historical linkages through
India’s North East. India sees a direct relationship between peace and stability across the borders with Myanmar
with development and prosperity of its own North Eastern region. Over the past year, India’s close and multifaceted
relationship with Myanmar has been further strengthened through an exchange of visits at the highest level.

Bilateral trade has expanded significantly from US$ 12.4 million in 1980-81 to US$ 1070.88 million in
2010-11. India’s imports from Myanmar are dominated by agricultural items (beans, pulses and forest
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based products form 90% of our imports).
India’s main exports to Myanmar are primary and semi-finished steel and pharmac euticals.
India is working closely with Myanmar on various infrastructure development and cooperation projects,

including in the field of roads, waterways, power, health, education and industrial training, telecommunications,
and others.

India is assisting in strengthening the banking system in Myanmar as we inherit common banking
laws,” and both the sides  “set a bilateral trade target of USD 3 billion by 2015”.

Indian companies are interested in securing more exploratory oil and gas blocks both onshore and
offshore in Myanmar.

In 2012, the total trade between the countries  stood at USD 1.87 billion.
Myanmar is  also central to India’s Look East Policy. Being the only ASEAN Country with w hich India

shares a land boundary, Myanmar is India’s gateway to the larger ASEAN Community. India is actively
engaged w ith Myanmar in improving cross border connectivity and expects that the direct and smooth road
connectivity to South East Asia through Myanmar will be materialized by the end of this decade greatly
facilitating trade, tourism and travel in the region.

The signif icant political and economic reforms instituted by the Government of Myanmar over the
past year  have led to an increased international interest in Myanmar. India remains committed to extending
all possible assistance and support to the process of national reconciliation and the further strengthening of
democracy in Myanmar

QUESTION
Pan African e-Network project

EXPLANATION
Pan African e-Network project is an Information and Communications Technology (ICT) project between
India and the African Union that seeks to connect the 53 member states  of the African  Union through
a satellite and fibre optic  network to India and to each other to enable access to and sharing of expertise
between India and African nations in the areas of tele-education, telemedicine, Voice over Internet
Protocol, infotainment, resource mapping, meteorological services,  e-governance and e-commerce
services.

The project is often described as Africa’s biggest ever in the ICT sector and is expected to extend ICT
infrastructure to rural and previously underserved areas. The project is seen as an example of India furthering
its economic and strategic interests in Africa through the use of soft diplomacy and has been acclaimed as
an instance of South-South cooperation, helping to overcome the digital divide in Africa

QUESTION
EU- Global Approach to Migration and Mobility (GAMM)

EXPLANATION
The EU’s Global Approach to Migration was adopted in 2005. It was designed to address all relevant
aspects of  migration in a balanced and comprehensive way, in partnership with non-EU countries.
The EU’s Global Approach to Migration and Mobility

1. Migration, the movement of people from one place to another, and mobility, the movement of
people for short durations, are two of the most important issues facing today’s global society. The
Global Approach to Migration and Mobility (GAMM) is the external dimension of the EU’s migration
policy. The European Council adopted Conclusions on the GAMM on 29 May 2012. It is based on
partnership with third countries and designed to address in a coherent way the management of
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legal migration from third countries, the prevention and reduction of irregular migration, enhancing
international protection and asylum policy, and the relationship between migration and development.

2. Population density in the United Kingdom, which is roughly twice that of Germany and four times
that of France, means that migration policy is a matter of keen political debate. The United Kingdom
played a prominent role in the establishment of the GAMM in 2005—then called the Global Approach
to Migration—during its Presidency of the EU, which was targeted towards cooperation with
African and Mediterranean countries.It was followed by a number of Commission Communications
reporting on and updating it between 2006 and 2008, including its extension to the Eastern and
South Eastern regions neighbouring the EU.

3. The Arab Awakening and events in the Southern Mediterranean brought to the fore the areas
covered by the Global Approach. In September 2011 the Commission published its most recent
Communication on the renamed GAMM. This extended its scope to cover mobility as well as
migration and it also considered development and asylum matters for the first time, as well as
adopting a more migrant-centred approach.

The GAMM has four thematic priorities:
 Organising and facilitating legal migration and mobility;
 Preventing and reducing irregular immigration and trafficking in human beings;
 Promoting international protection and enhancing the external dimension of asylum policy; and
 Maximizing the development impact of migration and mobility.

QUESTION
India Maldives Dialogue on Security

EXPLANATION
India-Maldives Relations
India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial links steeped in antiquity
and enjoy close, cordial and multi-dimensional relations.

India contributed to maintaining security on the island nation and has forged an alliance with respect to
its strategic interests in the Indian Ocean.

India was among the first to recognise Maldives after its independence in 1965 and to establish diplomatic
relations  with the country. India established its mission at the level of CDA in 1972 and resident High
Commissioner in 1980. Maldives  opened a full fledged High Commission in New Delhi in November 2004,
at that time one of its only four diplomatic missions worldwide.

India-Maldives relations have been growing steadily in the last few years. The Indian prime minister
visited Maldives for the 17th SAARC summit in November 2011. During the visit, India announced a
stand-by credit facility of $100 million for Maldives and promised help in setting up the Maldives
Police Academy. India subscribed fully to the $100 million in bonds issued by the Maldives  monetary
authority. Ambitious plans  to enhance connectivity between the two countries  were also announced. They
agreed to increase regional and sub-regional transport connec tivity and enhanc e cooperation in renewable
energy, education, environment and sustainable development.

The two countries also agreed to s trengthen maritime security in the Indian Ocean region through
coordinated patrolling, aerial surveillance, exchange of information and capacity building and by building a
legal framework for the effective handling of piracy.

Political relations
Bilateral relations have been nurtured and strengthened by regular  contacts at the highestlevels. Since
establishment of diplomatic relations, almost all Prime Minis ters of India vis ited theMaldives.  From the
Maldivian side, President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and PresidentMohamed Nasheed made a number of
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visits to India during their respective Presidency. The incumbent President Dr. Mohamed Waheed made his
first off icial visit abroad to India in April2012.

Recent visits from Maldives include a multi-party Parliamentary delegation from the People’s Majlis of
Maldives led by Speaker of  People’s Majlis Abdulla Shahid (May 2013), a seven member senior delegation
from the Elections Commission of Maldives led by President of ECM, Fuad Thaufeeg (May 2013), a
delegation of judges Chief Justice Ahmed Faiz (June 2013),former President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom
(June 2013) and former President Mohamed Nasheed (August 1-3, 2013). On international issues  Maldives
had consistently supported India in multilateral fora,such as the UN, the Commonwealth, the NAM and the
SAARC. Maldives was one of the first countries to convey its support for the candidature of Shri Kamalesh
Sharma as the Commonwealth Secretary General.

Maldives also co-sponsored the G-4 draft resolutions on UN reforms.
 India has  extended support to Maldives candidature for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security

Council for the term 2019-20.

Economic and Commercial relations
India and Maldives signed a trade agreement in 1981, which provides for export of essentialcommodities.
Growing from modest beginnings, India-Maldives bilateral trade now stands at Rs.700 crores. Indian imports
from the Maldives primarily comprise scrap metals while Indian exports to the Maldives include agriculture
and poultry produce, sugar, fruits, vegetables , spices, rice, atta, textiles, drugs  and medicines, a variety of
engineering and industrial products, sand and aggregate, cement for building etc. In a major development,
India announced in June 2011, the release of three year quota for export of essential commodities like Stone
Aggregates, Rice, Wheat Flour, Sugar, Dal, Onion, Potato and Eggs from India to Maldives.

Bilateral Assistance
Wherever possible, India has been offering assistance to Maldives in its developmentalprocess. The major
projects  executed by India are:

Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital: (IGMH)
During former Prime Minister  Shri Rajiv Gandhi’s visit to Male’ in 1986, it was agreed to establish a medical
complex in Male’ with Indian assistance. Acc ordingly, the 200-bed hospitalwas established at an estimated
cost of Rs .42.5 crores and inaugurated in April 1995. IGMH,

Male now serves as the most advanced tertiary care hospital in Maldives and is easily the most visible
symbol of India’s assistance to the Maldives. Though at present, the Government of Maldives is responsible
for managing/running the hospital, Government of India continues to offer substantial assistance to the institution.
During the visit of Hon’ble Prime Minister of India Dr. Manmohan Singh to Maldives in November 2011,
Government of India signed an agreement to undertake major renovation of IGMH at a total cost of Rs.37.24
crores.

Faculty of Engineering Technology (FET):
Maldives Institute of Technical Education (MITE) was set up as a grant-in-aid project ofGovernment of
India in 1996. Having a capacity to train at least 200 students a year in varioustechnical/vocational disciplines,
MITE was renamed as Faculty of  Engineering Technology(FET) in order to better reflect the academic
programmes conducted by it, is functioning well.

Indian Investment
The State Bank of India has been playing a vital role in the economic development of the Maldives since February, 1974
by providing loan assistance for promotion of island resorts, export of marine products and business enterprises. Taj
Group of India runs Taj Exotica Resort& Spa and Vivanta Coral Reef Resort in Maldives.

Earlier,  in November 2009,  Suzlon Energy of India signed an MoU to set up a 25 MW wind farmat
an inves tment of US$40 million in the Southern Province of Maldives and Shri Educare of Delhi s igned
an MoU to take over the management of  Ghiyassudin School,  the firs t suchinitiative under the
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privatization policy of  the Government of  Maldives . In July 2010, Bommidala Infras tructure of India
signed an agreement for  25-MW solar energy projec t in the Upper Southern province. Other proposals
in the area of education,  renewable energy, health and w as te management are also under ac tive
consideration.

GMR - Maldives Airport Row
In June 2010, the Maldives government, the Maldives Airports Company Limited (MACL) and GMR-
MAHB Consortium signed a tripartite concession agreement to develop and run the Ibrahim Nasir International
Airport at Malé, the capital of the island nation.

However, after the contract was signed, the Maldives government changed. President Nasheed was
replaced by President Waheed in a coup. This government claimed the contract w as invalid. The airport is
very significant for the nation, as out of its US$2 billion annual GDP, about a fifth is  made up of  revenues
that are connected to the airport.  Under the terms of the contract,  Maldives had dec ided to make a
passenger service charge a pass through item from the airport.  In other  words , the sum earlier being
earned by the MACL now goes to the government directly.  Instead it had allow ed GMR to levy an
Airport Development Charge (ADC) on the departing passengers , which GMR c laims is an international
experienc e.

The ADC was later turned illegal by a local court and could have been legalised had the country’s
Majlis approved such a charge.  Before this could happen, the government changed in the coup. In the
absence of  such a charge the earlier government had allowed GMR to deduct the ADC revenues from the
revenue share of the government. Due to this  offset, the government has to pay $3.5 million to GMR for the
current c alender year period till November. This charge has got caught up in the national legislature which
projected that MACL can instead earn a $4 billion in the term of the concession period ie till the year 2035.
But with GMR running the airport the revenue share for the nation will amount to $1. 4 billion. Against this
argument,  GMR has projected that Maldives will earn $2.1 billion. The Singapore court on 6 December
2012, allowed the government to take over the airport from GMR.

Military relations
I 2005 Defence Attaché’s Office (DAO) was established in the High Commission of the Republic of Maldives
in India by making Lieutenant-Colonel Abdulla Shamaal as first defence attaché. This was the Maldives’
Defence Attaché’s office set up abroad. Given, that defence relations is a major component of the Indo-
Maldives bilateral relations and both counties have a long record of strengthening their defence ties through a
wide range of activities, such as Military Joint Exercises, exchange of visits of senior officers of the Armed
forc es, training of large number of defence services  personnel from the Maldives  at Indian defence
establishments, provision of military aid, and intelligence and information sharing, the necessity for a DAO
was felt.

Cultural
Both the countries share long cultural links and continuous efforts are underway to further strengthen these
links. Recently three historical mosques in Maldives were successfully restored by Indian experts from
NRLCCP, Lucknow (Friday Mosque, Male’, Fenfushi Mosque in South Ari Atoll and the Dharumavantha
Rasgefaanu Mosque in Male’). Exchange of culturaltroupes takes place regularly between the two counties.
In December 2009, a Maldivian Rock Band participated in the South Asian Bands Festival in New  Delhi in
March 2010. A Maldivian Theatre group travelled to India under the sponsorship of ICCR to perform at the
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South Asian Theatre Festival, New Delhi. From July to September 2010, the High Commission of  India in
cooperation with the Minis try of Tourism and Culture [GOM] and India Club organized the India-Maldives
Friendship Festival [INMAFF] and the inaugural ceremony in Male’ was attended by then President Nasheed
and senior members of his  cabinet. Bollywood star Salman Khan was the Special Guest in the ceremony.

Indian Community
Indians are the second larges t expatriate community in the Maldives  with a total s trength of around
28000.  The Indian expatr iate c ommunity cons is ts of  doc tors,  nurses and tec hnic ians,  teachers,
construc tion w orkers , tailors , etc.  spread all over the country.  Of the c ountry’s approximately 400
doctors,  over 125 are Indians. Similarly around 25% of teachers in Maldives  are Indians , mostly at
middle and senior  levels.

Maldives is a nascent democracy and is in the process of s trengthening its institutions and capacity
building.  India remains committed to assist the Government and people of Maldives in their endeavors to
build a s table, democratic,  peaceful and prosperous country. In this context, India is actively engaged with
all stakeholders in the rec onciliation process in the wake of recent developments, in order to ensure that
they continue to take the democratic process  forward.

QUESTIONS
India’s restructuring mission in Afghanistan.
India Afghanistan cultural exchange
comment on Indian SDP in Afghanistan

EXPLANATIONS
India and Afghanistan relations
India and Afghanistan have a strong relationship based on his torical and cultural links.
India has  played an active role in the recons truction of Afghanistan, based on the understanding that social
and economic development is key to ensuring that Afghanistan becomes a source of regional s tability.
India’s pledged assistance to Afghanistan stands at 1.2 billion US dollars.
India’s assistance activities and development partnership with Afghanistan covers four broad areas:

Humanitarian Assistance
 Daily supply of 100 grams of fortified, high-protein biscuits  to nearly 2 million children under a School

Feeding Programme
 administered through the World Food Programme.
 Gift of 250,000 metric tonnes of wheat, announced in January 2009 to help Afghanistan tide over its

current food crisis,
 to be shipped immediately, subject to transit and transportation arrangements being finalised.
 Free medic al consultation and medicines through 5 Indian Medical Missions to over 30,000 Afghans

monthly.
 Reconstruction of Indira Gandhi Institute of Child Health in Kabul.
 Gifting of vehicles (400 buses and 200 mini-buses for mass urban transportation, 105 utility vehicles

for municipalities,
 285 military vehicles for the Afghan National Army, and 10 ambulances for public hospitals in five cities).
 Five toilet-cum-public sanitation complexes in Kabul.

Major Infrastructure Projects
 Construction of 218 km road from Zaranj to Delaram to facilitate movement of goods and services
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from Afghanistan to the Iranian border and, onward, to the Chahbahar Port (completed).
 Construction of 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri to Kabul and a 220/110/20 kV sub-

station at Chimtala to bring additional power from the northern grid to Kabul (completion by April
2009).

 Construction and commissioning of Salma Dam power project (42 MW) in Herat province (completion
by 2011).

 Construction of the Afghan Parliament (completion by 2011).
 Restoration of telecommunication infrastructure in 11 provinces (c ompleted).
 Expansion of national TV network by providing an uplink from Kabul and downlinks in all 34 provincial

capitals for promoting greater integration of the country (c ompleted)

Small and community-based
 These are in vulnerable border areas, with focus  on local ownership and management and extend to

agriculture, rural development, education, health, vocational training, and solar energy. These have a
direct, immediate and visible impact on community life.

 84 small projects are under different stages of  implementation in 19 provinces of Afghanistan.
Education and capacity development
 Reconstruc tion of Habibia School, Kabul.
 500 annual long-term university scholarships sponsored by the Indian Council for  Cultural
 Capacity building programmes are also underway in the fields of diplomacy, media and information,

civil aviation, agricultural research and education, health care and medicinal science, tourism, education,
standardisation, rural development, public adminis tration, electoral management and administration,
and local governance.

 India–Afghanistan Vocational Training Centre for training Afghan youth in carpentry, plumbing, welding,
masonry and tailoring executed by the Confederation of Indian Industries.

India-Afghanistan cultural exchange
Afghanistan and Hindustan (presently India)  were two neighboring countries just more then half century
ago. Before the partition of subcontinent, Afghans and Indians had a frequent exchange of bus iness and
cultural activities. According to famous Indian writer and Afghan affair specialist Mr. Manohar Singh Butra,
close relations between Afghans and Indians remained a vital and glittering point in regional history. Because
Afghans had played an important role in promotion of Indian art and culture.

According to historians, When Afghanistan was  called ARYANA, both Afghans and Hindus were
sharing a common culture. Similarly when Arian ruled the said region and the region was called Gandahara,
in those days both Arian and Indians were sharing the same faith, system and traditions.

India and Afghanistan have common cultural roots and share their classical musical traditions. Afghan musicians
have participated in various Indian music festivals. The most recent performances include the band Talaash (the
‘quest’) at the SAARC Band Festival on 20th February in New Delhi and the qawali group led by Mir Ahmed Sham,
which performed together with Indian qawali groups in New Delhi on 21st February 2009. In November 2008, an
Indian qawali group led by Hyder Baksh Warsi performed in Kabul, Herat and Mazar-e-Sharif.

An Indian Cultural Centre was  set up in the Indian Embassy in Kabul, with the support of Indian
Council for Cultural Relations in 2007.

Comment on Indian Small Development Projects (SDP) in Afghanistan
The SDP scheme was announced during the visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in May 2011.

The SDP scheme has been crafted by the Government of India to address the deve lopmental
needs of mainly rural communities in far-flung areas of Afghanistan.

The scheme is entirely on-budget and utilizes and develops the capac ity of the Afghan Government,
through various line Ministries, to implement the projects.  The SDP scheme reflects the combined will of
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the Government of the Is lamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Government of India to address the
development needs of the Afghan population, at a crucial phase in Afghanistan’s  history.

The first two phases of the SDP scheme, with a total outlay of $20 million, is nearing c ompletion.
60 projects  were approved under the third phase of the SDP sc heme. The projects are to be

executed in Badakhshan, Badghis , Balkh,  Farah, Faryab,  Herat, Jawzjan, Kunduz, Samangan and
Takhar provinc es .

Most of the projects involve construction of primary and high schools, small hospitals, veterinary clinics,
bridges, protection walls, etc, and have a total approved cost of 4.224 million. Thus, approx USD 85.78
million remains available for project proposals, including from other provinces not covered in the first lot of
approved projects.

QUESTION
BRICS embodies an alternative to global western hegemony and reflects the
rapid transition in the international hierarchy engineered by the process of
globalised interdependence.” The Global economic political crisis in governance
has found an answer in BRICS with conflictions and controversies. Critically
analyze.

EXPLANATION
Since the mid-1990s, a gradually expanding literature has evolved on the evolution of regional powers that
appear to pose a challenge to the current global order. Countries such as China, India, Russia, and Brazil
(and to some extent South Africa, Argentina,  Turkey, and Indonesia) have been a driving force behind more
balanced global governance.

The desire of regional powers for increased participation and respect of their views have been based
on the growing economic influence of these states within the international arena. In addition, their  requests
for an increased profile are also supported by global events  that stress the need for wider cooperation
initiatives than those that currently exist. The growing importance of regional economies and the number of
global is sues that require global solutions  have given regional powers the opportunity to challenge the
current structure of global governance.

For example, global issues such as international terrorism and environmental degradation have
revealed to major world powers such as the US, the EU, and Japan their need for the support of other
countries in order to bring in results.

Overall, the increased influence of regional powers like Brazil, China, and India is expected to bring
changes at both regional and global levels. The already recorded gradual transfer of power from the North
(or West)  to the South and from global players such as the US and the EU to developing countries such as
China, Brazil, and India appears to be leading to an eventual transformation of the global political environment.

About BRICS Countries
Despite not appearing to be an undisputed political or economic dream team, there are reasons that this particular
group of players has been thus far successful in their collaborative efforts. First, BRIC(S) countries may not be
of the same economic or political importance on a global level, but they are leaders within their respective regions.
China, besides being a massive economic power, is also the developing country which indisputably exerts the
most control over East Asia. Likewise, Russia exerts significant control over the former Soviet Union area, and
Brazil is the uncontested leader in South America, while South Africa controls much of Southern Africa.

The global financial crisis  of 2008 has been recorded as a major incident that exposed the
inefficiency of existing structures of international financial governance due in part to the under
representation of rising developing economies. The cris is was initiated by developments w ithin the
American financial system but then spread w orldwide.

The 2008 global financial crisis also revealed major global financial imbalances which may yet create
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significant problems in the future, such as  the excessive dependence of most economies on how  much the
average (over-indebted) American citizen spends or on massive surpluses of Chinese goods. In essence,
almost all over the world,  exports sharply decreased as soon as American consumers started to decrease
the amounts they spent as a result of the increased insecurity over the future of the US economy. It was
soon unders tood that these kinds of imbalances or irregularities could not be handled by the major developed
economies alone but that regional powers would have to be invited to the table.

About the BRICS
The agreement giving birth to the notion of  BRIC(S) can be traced back to the initial meeting of Russia,
Brazil, India, and China in Yekaterinburg, Russia during June 2009, during which time several low level
meetings among these nations had already taken place. The f irst use of the acronym ¯BRIC,  however, is
attributed to Goldman Sachs’ analyst J im O’Neill in his report titled “Building Better Global Economic
BRICs” in 2001. (It should be noted, however, that while financial analysts understand BRICS as a term
attributed to specific developing countries with significant weight over the international economic environment,
the institutionalization of  the BRICS’ meetings relates more to an attempt to diagnose any common political
ground for cooperation between its members.) With it’s  more than 40% of the world’s population,
more than 25% of the global land area, and a combined GDP of more than US$11 trillion, the
BRICS economies are without question a significant group of states.

Implications for Global Governance
Unquestionably, the evolution of BRIC(S) has  already significantly altered the global political scene. The
economic size of its members guarantees that their opinion matters – at least when the global economy or
soft political issues are concerned. This has been a reality sinc e at least the mid 2000’s. One clear example
of the increased importance of these emerging powers and the need for international cooperation
between the developed world and emerging countries has been the Copenhagen Meeting for Global
Warming. During that meeting and at a point at which hopes of any success ful outcome were fading (with
the US on one side, facing the united front of Brazil, India, China and South Africa on the other), an
agreement was ultimately reached, some say,  as a result of the persistence and the negotiating power of
BRIC(S).The agreement drafted was called the ¯Copenhage n Accord,  and it recognized the need to limit
the global temperature rise to no more than 2°C and specified the need for developed countries to channel
US$ 30 billion to the developing world over the subsequent three years (reaching US$100 billion by 2020)
to assis t with climate change adaptation and control projec ts, two critical issues during multilateral
negotiations. The global influence of BRIC(S) was also clearly demonstrated during the financial crisis of
2007-8, w hich exposed the inability of the usual suspects (i.e.  US, the EU, and Japan, or even the G7 in its
entirety) to unilaterally solve an international financial issue of such magnitude. The cooperation among the
central banks of the most advanced countries and the G7 meetings were not suffic ient to curtail the crisis;
the further cooperation of the G-20 (a group which has now met seven times sinc e the start of the crisis,
including once in 2009 and once in 2010) was needed to create some stability w ithin the global financial
system. Furthermore, the announcement of the Chinese Governmental Support Package on November
2009 and the growth rates of the Chinese ec onomy drew more global media attention than did the various
EU and US announcements at the time (National Development and Reform Commission, 2011).

There are a few benefits that India must seek through and with the BRICS.
First there are many multilateral organizations within which a “BRICS-bloc” can exert significant

leverage.
E.g the U.N. and World Trade Organization (WTO), climate change, financial norms, trade

rules Second, Barrier against slowdown
As economic powerhouses and regional hubs, intra-BRICS market integration can insulate these nations

from western economic slowdown. The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD)
stagnation is impacting BRICS growth, with multi-percentage point GDP dips in India and China. BRICS market
integration could leverage the economic power of emerging world economies by sparking increased trade and
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foreign investment, especially if done in local currencies. Only China is part of India’s top 15 trading partners,
making the BRICS forum an attractive stage from which India can promote economic ties with other dynamic
economies.

The BRICS development bank, option of holding eac h others’ currencies as reserves, stronger trade
facilitation and eventually a comprehensive BRICS economic partnership agreement are all worthy possibilities.

Third For inclusive growth
The BRICS are each experiencing rapid development with uniquely national characteristics. However, despite
growing middle class populations, BRICS hold the lion’s share of the world’s  impoverished population.
These nations must take increased responsibility for a new global development agenda, incorporating
inclusive  growth, sustainable development and poverty alleviation.

BRICS is a platform not only to learn from each other’s development experiences but also the instrument
that can define new rules for health care, education and IPR for the billions at the bottom of the pyramid.

The collective BRICS experience around social policy could be beneficially shared with others  as well.
A forum (like the OECD) or clearing-house to disburse this information would prove a relatively low-cost
measure producing substantial insight into development efforts, technology sharing, low-cost and sustainable
energy generation, information technology and manufacturing.

By drawing on collective BRICS brainpower, local development efforts will be catalysed. For example,
sharing China’s experience on infrastructure development or poverty reduction or Brazil’s in clean-fuel generation
could be beneficial for India currently lacking the ability to take full advantage of its economic potential.

When India faces a multitude  of challenges see king its attention both towards the region and
the global stage, BRICS provides a flexible platform to respond to both.

About the BRICS Bank
The recent BRIC(S) initiative towards the c reation of a development bank to f inance projects across the
South seems also to challenge the core role of  the World Bank and the IMF.

BRICS Development Bank (BDB)
Currently development finance is dominated by the World Bank & IMF.BRICS Development Bank (BDB) a better
source for development finance resources for member states emerging economies and developing countries.

The role the BDB:
1. Mobilize resources for infrastructure and development projects for  BRICS member states & other

emerging & developing ec onomies.
2. Respond to the problem of insufficient long-term financing and foreign direct investment faced by

developing countries in addressing challenges of infrastructure development.
3. Buffer against the impact of financial crisis

Impact of the Financial Crisis
 The recent global financial crisis marked a painful adjustment at the macro & micro-levels & spread to

the BRICS through four channels—trade, finance, commodity, and c onfidence.
 The slump in export demand and tighter trade credit caused a deceleration in aggregate demand. The

global financial crisis inflicted significant loss in output in all the BRICS economies.
 The crisis also exposed the structural weakness of the global financial and real sectors.
 Specific  lessons for the BRICS economies  from the recent crisis.

(I)decoupling (from crisis in advanced economies) hypothesis not valid (ii) domestic demand for
durable source of growth, (iii) financial sector reforms, (iv) monitoring & managing speculative capital
flows, (v) sustainable fiscal policy space as a central feature reforms, (vi) focus on infrastructure
development & employment generation
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 Despite increased economic growth and industrialization in BRICS trade adversely affected by crisis. Imports
of goods and services by the BRICS took a hit from the economic crisis), with volumes being positive for only
India and China in 2009. The reduction in imports was the result of compromised national incomes.
During the last two decades, the world has  witnessed a gradual change of the post-World War II state

of affairs. The collapse of the Soviet Union during the early 1990s was not only followed by the enhancement
of Americ an power asymmetry vis-à-vis other players but also by the gradual emergence of several regional
powers from the developing world, the importance of which has reached a historical peak.  Moreover,
global events such as the financial crisis of 2008 have had the effect of accelerating and enhancing the
influence of emerging powers within the international system. This influence is frequently reflected in
statements, policies, and initiatives of countries such as Brazil, China, and Russia targeting regional and
global issues.

Many analysts understand BRIC(S) as a potential vehicle for emerging powers  to challenge the current
global status  quo. The continuation of the BRIC(S) meetings could lead to an ongoing expans ion of common
positions , they say, which would pose a challenge to the long-established pattern of the advanced world
leading the decision-making charge with respect to finding solutions  to global and regional issues. Moreover,
the inclusion in the BRICS’ agenda within political issues could create strong opposition to developed
countries’ usual operations. This is partly derived from the fact that the BRICS members have often articulated
different points of view regarding how issues should be resolved (e.g. see Iranian nuclear case). As emerging
powers tend to project a different understanding of world politics and are following somehow different
principles , it could be seen as inevitable that some tensions with old  key players of global governance could
arise in the future. Indeed, such tension could be the result of a very recent development: the initiation of the
process of creating a BRIC(S) development bank. This could be seen as a challenge to current international
institutions such as the World Bank and the IMF – although official s tatements from BRIC(S) members
argue that this is not the intention of the bank. Even if the new initiative functions in parallel (or even in
coordination) with the so-called Bretton Woods organizations,7 its creation can be used as a point of
pressure towards achieving greater involvement of the BRICS members in existing organizations, thus
providing them an upgraded position in global political arena not only in an ad hoc but also in a de jure basis.

It is due to this sort of leverage that BRIC(S), as a united entity, is likely to directly shape global
governanc e in the 21st century. The influence already demonstrated by these emerging nations will likely
endure sufficiently to redistribute the balance of power in international financial institutions. Though the future of
BRIC(S) cannot be predicted with certainty, its collaborative efforts and the results of its meetings thus far reflect
the potential of the group of emerging nations to change the existing distribution of power around the globe.

In nutshell
 Given their expanding economic  size and increasingly active diplomacy,  BRICS countries are gradually

gaining greater influence over the international decision-making proc ess. Managing the influence of
these emerging powers and reforming global institutions will become a decisive issue for a future
effective global governanc e system.

 The US and Europe should transfer some rights to the emerging powers for more contribution of financial
resources to IMF. With the increasing diffusion of global power, any reform of international institutions
would be impossible without positive cooperation between both established and emerging members.

 The international community should encourage the five permanent members of the UN Security Council
to offer emerging powers a non-permanent, but longer-term and more substantial standing on the
Council. This would be a good way to preview emerging powers’ performance. Gradual changes to
the Counc il may also be amenable and beneficial to China and Russia.
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 In general, an incremental approach with the mindset of cooperative stakeholders might serve BRICS
better to transform the current world order peacefully and constructively.

QUESTION
What are the objectives of reforms stated in the UN Security Council? How
does the expansion in UNSC will have an impact on stability and polarisation of
global politics? Comment with reference to the developing nations of the world.

EXPLANATION
UNSC and important reforms
The Security Council of the United Nations has the primary responsibility under the United Nations
Charter for the maintenance of international peace and se curity. Under the Charter, all Members of
the United Nations agree to accept and carry out the decisions of the Security Council. While other  parts of
the United Nations make recommendations to various States, the Council has the power to make decisions
that Member States are obliged to obey. This gives the Security Council a very important and powerful
position in the United Nations and in the world.

The Security Council is currently made up of 15 States. Five of the members were designated permanent
members in the original charter. These five countries are China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, and
the United States. These permanent members have the power of veto. This veto power has proved to be
extremely controversial in reform debates. The veto is cast much less than during the Cold War, but it is still
very muc h in use as a threat that blocks  action.

The remaining ten members of  the Council are elected by the General Assembly to two-year non-
renewable terms. These seats are allotted regionally so that there is representation in all the major world
regions – two to Asia, two to Latin America, two to Western Europe, one to Eastern Europe, and three to
Africa.

Reform of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) encompasses five key issues: categories of
membership, the question of the veto held by the five permanent members, regional representation,
the size of an enlarged Council and its working methods, and the Security Council General Assembly
relationship.

1. It is absolutely necessary to expand the permanent membership with the addition of both developed
and developing countries which possess the ability and will to assume global responsibility for
international peace and security.

2. In order to maintain both effectiveness and representativeness, the appropriate size of the expanded
Security Council should be twenty-four members, with the addition of two developed and three
developing countries to the permanent membership and four non-permanent members.

3. Concerning the veto, as a matter of principle, there should be no differentiation between new and
old permanent members.

4. The Security Council’s w ork methods should be improved to increase transparency and
accountability.

“Activities of the Security Council have greatly expanded in the past few years. The success of
Security Council’s actions depends upon political support of the international community. Any package for
restructuring of the Security Council should,  therefore, be broad-based. In particular, adequate presence of
developing countries is needed in the Security Council. Nations of the world mus t feel that their stakes in
global peace and prosperity are factored into the UN’s decision making. Any expansion of  permanent
members’ category must be based on an agreed criteria, rather than be a pre-determined selection. There
must be an inclusive approach based on transparent consultations. India supports expansion of both permanent
and non-permanent members’ category. The latter is the only avenue for the vast majority of Member States to
serve on the Security Council. Reform and expansion must be an integral part of a common package”-PM
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Manmohan Singh.

QUESTION
Surveillance has been seen as the new tool of safeguarding the interests of a
nation but it also dissembles the state of stability. Critically analyse the impacts
of secretive mass surveillance on democracy and stability of global politics?

EXPLANATION
Surveillance is the monitoring of the behavior, activities, or other changing information, usually of people
for the purpose of influenc ing, managing, directing, or protecting them.

This can include observation from a distance by means of electronic equipment (such as CCTV cameras),
or interception of electronically transmitted information (such as Internet traffic or phone calls); and it can refer
to simple, relatively no- or low-technology methods such as human intelligence agents and postal interception.

Surveillance is very useful to governments and law enforcement to maintain social control,
recognize and monitor threats, and prevent/investigate criminal activity.

However,numerous civil rights groups and privacy groups oppose surveillance as a violation of people’s
right to privacy  such as the Electronic Frontier Foundation and American Civil Liberties Union, have
expressed concern that by allowing continual increases in government surveillance of citizens we will end
up in a mass surveillance society, with extremely limited, or non-existent political personal freedoms.

A surveillance state is one that uses bulk information and data techniques to monitor its citizens and
draw inferences about their potential behavior in the service of carrying out the responsibilities that it sets
out for itself. Like other parts of the state (w elfare, national security), the surveillance state provides a type
of security for its citizens  through the manipulation of knowledge and resources. And like other parts of the
state, the surveillance state fights against democratic efforts to provide accountability and transparency.
What would a democratic surveillance state look like?
A democratic surveillance state would limit the data it collects to the bare minimum. Meanwhile, maximum
transparency and accountability across branches would be emphasized.

A democratic surveillance state would also place an emphasis on destroying the data that the government
collects.  Amnesia used to be the first line of defense against surveillance. People just forgot things with
time, giving citizens a line of defense agains t intrusion. In the age of digital technology, however, amnesia
no longer exists, so it needs to be mandated by law.

A democratic surveillance state would also require public accountability for the proper conduct of private
companies that deal and sell in private information. It’s easy for people to be cynical about not being able to
control their privacy when it comes to the government when they also feel powerless against private agents as
well.

Having a “democratic surveillance” state sounds like an oxymoron, like having a cuddly hand grenade.
Perhaps it would be better to just dismantle the surveillance state entirely and be done with it. And indeed
removing the laws associated with the Global War on Terror would do much to remove the authoritarian elements
of this state.

But in the age of cheap digital technology and Big Data, the surveillance state is already more expansive
than we think. From the data modeling of COMPSTAT that determines the quota of marijuana arrests for
police doing stop-and-frisks to traffic cameras that write you speeding tickets , surveillance and data are
remaking the way the state c arries out its duties. The key question, then, is what limits will be placed on its
power.

Democratic accountability is also needed because the courts, which are the major line of defense for
classical liberals and libertarians, haven’t provided a constitutional check when it comes to information.
The Fourth Amendment isn’t providing the privacy needs that are necessary to keep the state in c heck. The
courts, for better or worse,  are finding that most of the information that the government collects in this new
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digital age lie outside expectations of privacy.
About the National Security Agency (NSA)
 The National Security Agency (NSA) is the main producer and manager of signals intelligence for the

United States.
 Estimated to be one of the largest of U.S. intelligence organizations in terms of personnel and budget.
 The NSA is tasked w ith the global monitoring, collection, decoding, translation and analysis of

information and data for foreign intelligence and counterintelligence purposes, including surveillance
of targeted individuals on U.S. soil.
Soon after the September 11, 2001 attacks (9/11) U.S. President George W.  Bush issued an executive

order that authorized the National Security Agency (NSA) to conduct surveillance of certain telephone calls
without obtaining a warrant from the FISC as stipulated by FISA.
Main targets:
1. China, Russia, Iran, Pakis tan and Afghanistan were ranked highly on the NSA’s list of spying priorities,

followed by France, Germany,  Japan, and Brazil.  The European Union’s “international trade” and
“economic  stability” are also of interest.Other high priority targets include Cuba, Israel, and North
Korea.

2. North Korea: Despite being a priority target,  and despite continuous  surveillance from sensors located
outside the country, the NSA knew little about North Korea and Kim Jong Un.

3. Syria: Syria was being closely monitored, partic ularly for signs  of chemical weapons use.
4. Iran: suspected nuclear sites that did not show up on satellite imagery were identified by new surveillance

techniques.
5. Irrele vant : From a US intelligence perspective, countries such as Cambodia, Laos and Nepal were

largely irrelevant, as were most European countries like Finland, Denmark, Croatia and the Czech
Republic

Criticism of NSA
The NSA received criticism early on in 1960 after two agents had defected to the Soviet Union. Investigations
by the House Un-American Activities Committee and a special subcommittee of  the House Armed Services
Committee revealed severe cases of ignorance in personnel security regulations, prompting the former
personnel director and the director of security to step down and leading to the adoption of stricter  security
practices

However it was a series of detailed disclosures of  internal NSA documents in June 2013 that for the
general public first revealed the massive extent of the NSA’s  spying, both foreign and domestic . Most of
these were leaked by an ex-contractor, Edward Snowden.

It was revealed that the NSA intercepts telephone and internet communications of over a billion people
worldwide, seeking information on terrorism as well as foreign politics, economics and commercial secrets.

About PRISM
PRISM is a clandestine mass electronic surveillance data mining program know n to have been operated by
the United States National Sec urity Agency (NSA) s ince 2007.

The program is operated under the supervision of the U.S. Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
(FISA Court, or FISC) pursuant to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA).Its exis tence was
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leaked six years later by NSA contractor Edward Snowden, who warned that the extent of  mass data
collection was far greater  than the public  knew and included what he characterized as “dangerous” and
“criminal” activities.

QUESTION
Comment on the highlights on Protection of Aboriginal Tribes (Amendment)
Regulation, 2012 with special reference to Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

EXPLANATION
Andaman and Nicobar Islands (Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Amendment Regulation 2012
The Union Cabinet recently approved the proposal for promulgation of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands
(Protection of Aboriginal Tribes) Amendment Regulation 2012 under Article 240 of the Constitution.

This will c over the entire Union territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Tourist es tablishments would be prohibited and other commercial establishments would be regulated

in the ‘Buffer Zone’, which w ould protect the aboriginal tribes from the undesirable outside influences.
Further, the stringent penal provisions would act as a deterrent to check the menace of unauthorized entry
in the ‘reserve d area’.
Background
The UT Administration issued a notification on 30.10.2007 declaring an area upto 5 km. radius around the Jarawa
Tribal Reserve, as a ‘Buffer Zone’ and prohibited any commercial and tourist activities within the Buffer Zone.

However, the High Court of  Calcutta quashed the aforesaid notification on the grounds, inter alia, that
the principal Regulation only permits notification for ‘reserved area’, and has no provisions for declaring an
area as “Buffer Zone”.

QUESTION
SAARC University

EXPLANATION
South Asian University (SAU) is an international university established by the eight member nations of
South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation (SAARC) viz. Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India,
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Students of the University will be predominantly from the eight SAARC countries. Tuition fees for them are
heavily subsidised. Some students from non-SAARC countries may also be admitted on full cost recovery basis.

Dr. Manmohan Singh, Prime Minister of India mooted the idea of establishing a South Asian University
(SAU) at the 13th SAARC Summit in Dhaka in 2005.
The objectives of South Asian University (SAU)
 Enhanc e learning in the South Asian community that promotes an understanding of each others

perspectives and strengthe n regional consciousness;
 provide liberal and humane education to the brightest and the most dedicated students of South Asia so

that a new  class of quality leadership is nurtured; and
 enhance c apacity building of the South Asian Nations in science, technology and other areas of higher

learning vital for improving their quality of life such as information technology, bio-technology and
management sciences, etc

QUESTION
What can be the response of Europe to shifts in US priorities on the issues on
Middle East and North Africa (MENA) ?



H. O: 25/8, Old Rajender Nagar Mar ket, Delhi-60. B. O.: 105-106, Top Floor ,
Mukher jee Tower, Mukher jee Nagar, Delhi-9
Ph:.011-45629987, 09999329111, 09999197625
Website:www.vvr ias.com || Email:vvr ias@gmail.com

VVR STUDY MATERIAL FOR MAINS’14
Based on GS MAINS TEST SERIES (28)

EXPLANATION
Role of EU and the USA in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
Over the last two years, U.S. policymakers , many Members of  Congress, and their European counterparts
have struggled with how bes t to respond to the swift pace of c hange in several c ountries in the Middle East
and North Africa (MENA). Fueled by deeply rooted economic, social, and political frustrations , popular
uprisings  began in Tunisia in late 2010 and quickly spread to Egypt and Libya in early 2011. In all three of
these countries, this so-called “Arab Spring” or “Arab Awakening” led to the dow nfall of autocratic leaders
in power for decades.

Such events also encouraged some citizens in Morocco and Jordan to press the existing monarchies
for further political and c onstitutional reforms. And in Syria, demonstrations challenging the ruling Asad
regime tr iggered a brutal government response that has since escalated into a c ivil war, in whic h tens of
thousands have been killed.

In light of the sweeping changes, U.S. and European officials alike asserted their intentions to pursue
policies in the MENA region that emphasized supporting democratic and economic reforms to a greater degree
than before in countries such as Egypt and Tunisia. At the same time, some observers have criticized U.S. and
European responses to date as modest at best. Although only one gauge, analysts point out that the bulk of EU
financial assistance for the MENA countries for 2011-2013 was budgeted prior to the start of the “Arab
Spring,” and that U.S. financial support for the transitions in the MENA region over the last two years has
largely come from reallocating funding from existing programs. European Policies in the MENA Region.

Europe’s geographic proximity to and history with the Middle East and North Africa, as w ell as the
nature of  its economic ties , shape its relations with the region in ways that are distinct from those of the
United States. Over the years, the European Union has established an array of formal policies that seek to
guide its  relations and those of its member s tates with the MENA region.

Many critics contend, however, that the EU in the past focused more on promoting stability and
protecting economic intere sts—priorit izing concerns  such as controlling migration,  fighting
terrorism,  and ensuring acce ss to energy supplies—at the expense of pressuring gove rnments in
the MENA region to reform.

EU policies toward the transformations in the Middle East and North Africa continue to evolve in
response to ongoing events.  In general, however, the EU has been seeking to impose greater conditionality
in its relations with the MENA countries in the wake of the “Arab Spring,” offering more financial support
and closer ties to those countries more committed to instituting political and economic reforms.  But some
experts c ontend that despite such rhetoric,  EU policies tow ard the Middle East and North Africa remain
largely the same as before and many stress that the EU’s influence on events in the region is limited by a
variety of factors. European Interests and Perspectives

Europe and the MENA region have a long and complex history, and some MENA countries  were once
European c olonies. Today, most European leaders and EU policymakers view the Middle East and North
Africa as part of Europe’s “backyard.” They consider stability in the region as key to Europe’s own political
and economic security for several reasons.

First, Europe’s  geographic proximity to the MENA region makes it the destination of choic e for many
refugees and migrants fleeing political repression or economic hardship. The political upheaval and unrest in
North Africa and parts of the Middle East in early 2011 at the start of the “Arab Spring” sparked new
refugee f lows, especially from Tunisia and Libya, to European countries such as  Italy, France, and Malta.
Although these refugee flows were relatively small and soon dissipated as the former regimes crumbled,
they were a stark reminder for many in Europe about the potential for problems and instability in the MENA
region to spill over into Europe.2

Second, a number of European countries ( including France, Belgium, Denmark, Spain, and the
Netherlands) have large immigrant populations or diaspora communities with roots in various MENA countries
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(especially Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria) . Some experts assert that the presence in Europe of these
diaspora communities, many of which are predominantly Muslim, makes unrest or conflict in the Middle
East not just a foreign policy concern but also a domestic one for European governments. Over the last four
decades, for example, groups or individuals with ties to the MENA region have carried out or planned
terrorist attacks in Europe; although some incidents have been driven by grievances related to colonial
legacies, others have been linked to the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict or opposition to European foreign
policies (especially those aimed at the “war against terrorism” that are perc eived by some Muslims as a
“war agains t Islam”).

Third, Europe’s  dependency on the region’s natural resources, especially oil, and its extensive trade
ties with many MENA countries, engender significant European economic interests in the MENA area. The
EU is the largest trading partner for most of the MENA countries that border the Southern Mediterranean
(and whic h take part in or  are eligible for  the EU’s European Neighborhood Policy), and has free trade
agreements  with many of them. Oil and trade in manufactured goods currently account for the biggest
portion of trade between the EU and the MENA region.

Role of the European Union and its Member States
For many years, European c ountries have supported a strong EU role in managing European relations with
the Middle East and North Africa, believing that the EU’s collective political and economic weight provides
greater c lout and influence in dealing with the region. The EU has sought to develop common policies
toward the MENA countries in order to encourage the political and economic conditions seen as necessary
for long-term stability and prosperity in the Southern Mediterranean. Some analysts question, however, the
degree to which the EU has succeeded in keeping the policies of its individual member states’ on the same page.
Undoubtedly,  bilateral member s tate relations with the MENA c ountries  play a s ignificant part in
shaping EU policies  tow ard the region. EU member states have their ow n national interests , historic al
relationships,  and regional priorities in the Middle Eas t and North Africa. Although the EU s tr ives  for
consensus and foreign polic y coordination in the MENA region,  eac h EU member s tate retains  its
ow n national foreign and defense policy, and c ommerc ial ties or  military relations  are often managed
country-to-c ountry. For example, EU member s tates that border the Mediterranean tend to have
greater political and economic interests in the region than do the Nordic  c ountries . As  suc h,  the
differing national priorities of  the various member s tates may generate conflic ting policy preferenc es
and commercial r ivalries,  and at times,  c omplicate the formulation of common EU polic ies toward
the MENA region.

Revising EU Policies: “More for More”
Although the long-term conditions leading to the events of the “Arab Spring” were well known to observers
of the region, the exact timing and sequence of developments w ere not anticipated. European officials, too,
appeared to be caught unprepared as events quickly outpaced the relevance of  the EU’s policy approach.
EU efforts in the region now focus on three key goals:
 Promoting “deep democracy” (i.e., building respect for the rule of law, an independent judic iary, and

basic human rights) and institution-building;
 Fostering civil society and encouraging more people-to-people contacts; and
 Boosting economic growth, development, and job creation, especially by supporting small and medium-

sized enterprises and expanding trade and investment relations.

Key Actor in the EU’s European Neighborhood Policy (ENP)
The European Neighborhood Policy is managed by the European Commission, one of the EU’s main
institutions, which essentially acts as the EU’s executive branch. The Commission is composed of 27
Commissioners, one from each member state,  but they are independent of national governments  and seek
to uphold the common interest of the EU as  a whole.
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U.S. Policies in the MENA Region
In the wake of the “Arab Spring,” the U.S. government, like its European counterparts and the EU,  has been
examining long-standing U.S.  policies in the Middle East and North Africa.

U.S. Interests and Perspectives
For decades, U.S. polic y in the Middle East and North Afric a has  largely focused on promoting s tability
and security.  Although U.S. officials also sought to encourage political reforms , protect human rights,
and foster economic  grow th in the region, many experts viewed these U.S. goals as  largely secondary,
and at times,  sacrificed to preserve cooperation with autoc ratic  allies. For example,  the United States
maintained a strategic partnership with Egypt’s former Mubarak regime as a means of ensuring Egyptian-
Is raeli peace and combating terrorism, despite the regime’s stifling of internal dissent. Some U.S.
policymakers  and analysts, along with many in Europe, also doubted that any Western attempts to promote
democrac y in the region would succ eed, given the political history and lack of civil society in many
MENA countries.

Meanwhile,  others in both the United States and Europe feared that the introduction of democratic
reforms in these countries could lead to anti-Western factions,  including Islamis ts, winning elections. Over
the last two years, however,  the United States  has declared its intention to put greater emphasis than in the
past on supporting democratic transitions, economic development, and the aspirations of the people of the
MENA region. In a speech in May 2011, President Barack Obama asserted that the United States “respects
the right of all peaceful and law-abiding voices to be heard, even if we disagree with them. We look forward
to working with all who embrace genuine and inclusive democ racy;” he also set out a new framework for
U.S. policy toward the MENA.

Region “based on ensuring financial stability, promoting reform, and integrating competitive markets
with each other and the global economy.”26 For many Europe-watchers,  the degree to which President
Obama highlighted working with the international community, particularly the EU, to help the transitions
underway in the MENA region was particularly notable. Such measures outlined by the President in his May
2011 address included: U.S. support for expanding the mandate of the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development; the launc h of a U.S. Trade and Investment Partnership for the Middle East, in possible
cooperation with the EU; and U.S. efforts to work with international partners and multilateral financial
institutions to provide economic  assistance to the MENA region.

Possible Future U.S.-EU Approaches
Despite the cooperative U.S.-EU efforts toward the MENA region described above, some commentators
view suc h measures as relatively modest to date.
The United States and the EU c ould consider a number of possible cooperative approaches to further
promote ec onomic development,  democratic governments, and civil society in the MENA region. These
include:
 Joint or Coordinated Trade and Investment Initiatives.
 Coordinated Debt Relief and Debt Swaps
 Cooperation on Democracy Promotion and Civil Society
 Cooperation on Police, Judicial, and Rule of Law Training
 Enhancing the Roles of the U.S. Congress and the European Parliament
 U.S. Participation in EU Forums.

Challenges
Some analysts contend that despite the ongoing U.S.-EU dialogue and the potential benefits of greater U.S.-
EU coordination toward the Middle East and North Africa, more robust and sus tained cooperation between
the two sides of the Atlantic faces numerous c hallenges.
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First, many point out that U.S. and European leaders  remain preoccupied with their own respective
economic and budgetary issues. Given the domestic pressures  in both the United States and Europe, some
observers  suggest that both U.S. and EU policymakers are focusing on relatively low-cost initiatives that
could attract multilateral or private sectorinvestment.

Second, many commentators assert that the EU is still struggling to forge common foreign and security
policies among member states that have different viewpoints and national interests. In the early months of
the “Arab Spring,” for example, EU leaders were divided on whether to pressure former Egyptian President
Mubarak to resign and on whether to intervene militarily in Libya. A degree of intra-EU tensions  also may
exist over the European Neighborhood Policy; while many member states in southern Europe have been
advocating for the EU to do more to support the transitions underway in the Mediterranean, some Central
and East European members worry that doing so could take EU attention and financial aid away from those
countries  on the EU’s eastern periphery. An EU unable to “speak with one voice” may be a less  reliable
partner for the United States in promoting political and economic  reforms in the MENA region.

Third, observers suggest that potential policy differences between the United States and the EU could
arise and complicate efforts to forge more c ooperative or coordinated U.S.-European policies. For example,
some experts  posit that U.S. concerns about the effects of regional change on Is rael’s security and
counterterrorism efforts c ould make some U.S. officials more hesitant than their European counterparts
about imposing strict conditionality (i.e., aid for reforms) on countries such as Egypt. A number of  analysts
contend that European reac tions to the June 2013 conviction in Egypt of 43 employees of U.S. and German
pro-democ racy organizations were much stronger and harsher than that of the Obama Administration. At
the same time, some Members of Congress warned that the court’s verdict w ould have “significant negative
implications” for U.S.-Egyptian relations.42 Thus,  some experts point out that divisions among U.S.
policymakers as they struggle to balance competing interests in the MENA region could also potentially
hinder greater transatlantic cooperation.

Fourth, despite the emphasis in both the United States and the EU on inc reasing trade and investment
opportunities as a way to promote economic development, some sugges t that U.S. and EU commercial
interests  and businesses may be in competition in the MENA region. This could limit the political will on
both the U.S. and EU sides to forge complementary trade and investment policies.

Fifth, some skeptics question w hether greater U.S.-Europeancooperation in the MENA region is
desirable. Some European analysts argue that the EU would be better off having a more independent policy
from the United States, given the negative perception of the United States among some segments of Arab
society as  a result of U.S. policies toward Is rael and the U.S.- led invasion of Iraq in 2003. Meanwhile, some
U.S. commentators suggest that Europe should take the lead in the Middle Eas t and North Afric a because
Europe’s proximity to and history with the region gives European governments  not only a more intimate
understanding of the MENA countries, but also a more immediate stake in their positive transformation.

Finally, regardless of the extent of cooperation between the United States and EU, most experts agree
that as external actors, the ability of the tw o partners to influence events in the MENA region will be limited
and that ultimately, the governments and peoples of the region will be the main determinants of their own
futures. Many analysts worry that the political and economic  difficulties fac ing many MENA countries in
transition, combined with deeply problematic  issues involving Iran, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and
Syria, could lead to a progressively worse regional situation in the years ahead.  Whatever dynamics  of U.S.-
EU cooperation emerge, therefore, in the foreseeable future developments in the MENA region are likely to
remain a s ignificant foreign policy interest for policymakers on both sides.

QUESTION
Critically analysis the futuristic impacts of overhaul of foreign policy strategies
of Putin’s Russia?
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EXPLANATION
Foreign policy of Vladimir Putin
The foreign policy of Vladimir Putin concerns the policy initiatives of Vladimir Putin made towards other
nations during his tenure as President of Russia. He previously served in that position from 2000 to 2008,
and has held the position since 2012.

After his  election as president in 2000, Putin added to this agenda an overarching goal: the re covery
of economic, political, and geostrategic assets los t by the Soviet state in 1991. Although he has never
spelled it out formally, Putin has  pursued this obje ctive with such de termination, coherence, and
consistency that it merits being called the Putin Doctrine.

Domestically, the doctrine has guided the regime to reclaim the commanding heights of the economy
(first and foremost, the oil and natural gas industries) and reassert its control over national politics, the
judicial system, and the national television networks, from which an overwhelming majority of Russians get
their news.

In foreign and security policy, the doctrine has amounted to a reinterpretation of Russia’s geostrategic
triad, making its implementation and maintenance considerably more assertive than originally intended.

The Putin Doctrine
The firs t imperative of  Russia’s foreign polic y consensus is maintaining the country’s position
as  a nucle ar superpowe r. The centrality of preserving Russ ia’s  parity with the only other nuc lear
superpow er, the United States , explains Mosc ow ’s  eagerness to engage in s trategic arms  c ontrol
negotiations  w ith Washington.  At the same time,  Putin’s assertive pursuit of this  goal ac counts  for
the vehemenc e with w hich Mosc ow  has  opposed anything that could weaken this  s trategic  parity,
such as NATO’s  missile defense system in Europe.  I t is  hardly surpris ing,  then, that the c laims of
top U.S.  and NATO officials  that the system poses no threat to Russia’s nuc lear  deterrenc e have
fallen on deaf ears.  As Putin dec lared in his  speech at the Russ ian Foreign Minis try last July,  the
miss ile shield allegedly “upsets the strategic  balance” — that is , it  w eakens  Russ ia’s  s tatus as  a
nuclear superpow er.

A secondary but symbolically important (not to mention financially rewarding) pillar of Russia’s position
as a nuclear superpower is its export of nuclear te chnologies. The state nuclear energy corporation,
Rosatom, has been busily selling nuclear technology and currently has contrac ts for the sale of nuclear
reactors to China, Turkey, India, Belarus, and Bangladesh. Iran has been a particularly attractive customer
— Russia helped construct the $1 billion Bushehr nuclear power plant in the fac e of  U.S. resistance. The
Bushehr project underscored not only Russia’s nuclear technological capacity but also Moscow’s willingness
to assert its policies in the face of Washington’s resistance.

The pursuit of the third component of the foreign policy consensus — regional hegemony — has led
Moscow to strive for the political, economic, military, and cultural reintegration of the former Soviet bloc under
Russian leadership. In his speech at the Foreign Ministry last summer, Putin reaffirmed this commitment,
calling the “deepening of the integration” of former Soviet territory the “heart of our foreign policy.”
Despite less-than-enthusiastic cooperation from the newly independent states, this quest has resulted in the
Collective Security Treaty Organization (a military alliance that includes Russia, Armenia, Belarus, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan) and the customs union of Belarus, Kazakhstan, and Russia, which is set to evolve
into the Eurasian Union by 2015, a project that Putin has advocated frequently and forcefully.

Under the Putin Doctrine, the pursuit of regional hegemony has acquired a new dimension: an attempt
at the “Finlandization” of the post-Soviet states, harkening bac k to the Soviet Union’s control over Finland’s
foreign policy during the Cold War. In such an arrangement,  Moscow would allow its neighbors to choose
their own domestic political and economic systems but maintain final say over their external orientation.

Accordingly, Moscow has taken an especially hard line against former Soviet republics  that have
sought to reorient their foreign policy. In the case of Georgia, which openly aspired to NATO membership,
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Russia went to war in an attempt to humiliate and dislodge President Mikheil Saakashvili’s regime. Similarly,
Moscow sought to destabilize the Ukrainian government of Viktor Yushchenko and Yulia Tymoshenko —
who advoc ated joining the European Union and, eventually, NATO — by shutting off or threatening to shut
off natural gas deliveries  in 2006 and 2009. Today, even with a far more pro-Russian government in Kiev,
Moscow refuses to lower the prices of its natural gas exports to Ukraine — which pays more than many
European importers — until the c ountry abandons plans  for gradual integration into EU economic  structures
and, instead, charts a path to membership in the eventual Eurasian Union.

Another central pillar of the Putin Doc trine, the pursuit of unchallenge d military superiority in
Russia’s ne ighborhood, explains the steady increase in Moscow’s defense budget during Putin’s years in
power, from an estimated $29 billion in 2000 to $64 billion in 2011 (both figures are listed in 2010 U.S.
dollars). Even in today’s tough economic environment, Moscow continues to expand defense outlays at
rates far  outpacing those for other domestic programs, including education and health care. During his
campaign for the presidency in February 2012, Putin promised a “comprehensive and systematic rearmament”
of the Russian military and “modernization of the military-indus trial complex,” pledging to spend 23 trillion
rubles ($770 billion) on these projects in the next ten years.

QUESTION
Critically analyse the change in approach of foreign and security policies of
Pakistan after general elections of 2013?

EXPLANATION
Pakistan’s foreign and security policies after the 2013 general election
Thirteen years after he was deposed and sent into exile by a military coup, Nawaz Sharif has returned to
power in Pakistan.

The election inevitably raises questions about the capacity of the new governmentto address  the most
pressing issues the country is facing. Reforming theeconomy will undoubtedly be Sharif ’s priority, especially
since he enjoys thebacking of a substantial part of the bus iness community. But curbing—andeventually
eradicating—political violence will also be among the chief concernsof the Prime Minister and his team.
Moreover,  the foreign policy orientationsof the PML-N government will be closely scrutinized by foreign
analysts and policy-makers  alike. The new government takes office in an atmosphere of deep-seated anti-
Americanism within Pakistan in which the imperatives arising from the western withdrawal from Afghanistan
may clash with the new government’s willingness to redefine its contribution to the US fight against terrorism,
especially with regard to the use of drones and reconciliationwith the PakistaniTaliban (TTP).

Sharif is  not without assets in his relationship with the military. The election results guarantee him a
stable and legitimate central government, making himmuch less  vulnerable to political pressures  than his
predecessor. His close relationshipwith Saudi Arabia, where he lived in exile until 2007, is also likely to
providehim with an alternative source of ec onomic assistance and a powerful ally thatthe military cannot
ignore. But the relationship will also suffer from a profoundambivalence. The army will need the new Prime
Minister to restore the ec onomyand Pakistan’s standing in the world, but if he is successful in this one
result maybe the marginalization of the military as a political actor, an outcome the generalswould clearly
prefer to avoid. On a struc tural level, therefore, the relationshipwill remain unstable.

Pakistan and India
A stable,  civilian-led democratic Pakistan is in India’s vital interests. Every Indian prime minister from
Jawaharlal Nehru to Manmohan Singh has recognised this. The sentiment is not just a catchall phrase for
public consumption but also a fact believed by the majority of Indian policymakers, leaders and analysts.
This group differs, however, in their thinking on when and how India’s western neighbour will become
stable, civilian-led and truly democratic.

Good and s table neighbors make not only for good borders and security, but also boos t economic
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growth and facilitate development. From the Indian perspective, a democratic and civilian-led Pakistan has
multiple benefits. For one, talks between India and Pakistan have for too long been dependent on whether
or not there is military or  civilian rule in Pakistan as most Indian governments have been reluctant to deal
with military rulers. Further, a civilian-led democratic government is accountable to its people and hence
will need to spend more resources on economic growth and development, thus reducing its military spending
as well as making it more transparent. Finally, such governments are also reluc tant to favour a foreign or
security policy that includes asymmetrical warfare and jihad.

Pakistan stands at historic cross-roads in terms of its political dynamics of having been able to ensure
a back-to back return of civilian governments through fairly fair and free elections. People of Pakistan need
to be complimented for their courage to withstand violent threats by extremis ts and come out to vote in
historically large numbers. Pakistanis have been struggling for democracy since 2007 when lawyers, students,
civil rights groups and women groups turned out in large numbers on Pakistani streets against its military ruler
General Musharraf. The million-man march spearheaded by Nawaz Sharif for restoration to office of Chief
Justice Chaudhary was a game changer in terms of unquestioned military hold over Pakistan’s governance.

In the past I  have written about “Pakis tan Democracy: India’s Strategic Imperative” and that India
needs to do more than it was doing at all levels. India’s Pakistan policy now more than ever before needs
to be geared towards this end when policy formulations  are re-casted.  The helpless shrug that India has
to do business  with whosoever is in power is no longer valid. India mus t be assertive in shaping its
sec urity environment.

India’s expectation levels need to be kept low. Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif does not have a magic
wand to c reate a new Pakis tan and new India-friendly Pakistan Army, one suiting India’s expectations.
Even though he will be an unprecedented third-term Prime Minis ter with a massive political majority at his
command, he to begin with will still have to operate within the constraints of the existing hold of the
Pakistan Army on Pakistan’s external affairs and internal dynamics.

Even before Nawaz Sharif has assumed office, the Pakistan Army Chief  General Kayani called on the
Prime Minister-designate in Lahore and advised him to go slow on changes in Pakistan policies towards
India and Afghanistan. In other words, telling the PM-designate that he should not trample on Pakistan
Army’s “Core Interest” in foreign policy formulation as regards India.

So Indian expectations aired on Indian TV as to whether Nawaz Sharif would bring Pakistanis accused
in Mumbai 26/11 to justice, or extradite the rabid anti-India baiter Hafiz Seed to India of being the master-
mind to India, are premature and ill-timed. The same would apply to expecting Pakistan to curtail ISI
terrorism and disruptive activities in India. Why are we forgetting that the Pakistan Army controls, strategizes
and direc ts all ISI terrorism operations against India, Maintaining adversarial and confrontational postures
towards India is a “Core Interest of the Pakistan Army” and it brooks no interference in this field by the
civilian government. “Terrorism is a policy instrument of the Pakis tan Army”.

In Nawaz Sharif’s previous two Prime Ministerial tenures he was eased out of office by the Pakistan
Army when he made moves agains t the “Core Interests” of the Pakistan Army. He is the only Pakistani
Prime Minister to have eased out/side-lined four Pak Army Chiefs from office.  However, this time around
he can be expected to be more patient and wiser in dealing with the Pakistan Army Generals.

India should therefore not be in a hurry to expect miracles from Nawaz Sharif to deliver on India’s
expectations. He needs to be given time to consolidate his political gains. India on its own counts  needs to
add teeth to its counter-terrorism strategies  against Pakistan-originated terrorism and border provocations
and stop politicising strong c ounter-terrorism initiatives.
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This time around Nawaz Sharif has a major political advantage in that in the preceding tw o to three
years Pakistan Army’s own domestic image in Pakistani public perceptions has gone down considerably
because of  its ineffectiveness in controlling domestic terrorism, military operations in the Western Frontier
regions and the liquidation by US Special Forces of Osama bin Laden within the major Pakistan Army
garrison town of Abbottabad. In Pakistani public perceptions the Pakistan Army is increasingly be viewed
as the collusive handmaiden of the United States and General Kayani as the poster-boy of America.

That the above concerns troubles the Pakistan military hierarchy is evident from the recent assertions
by General Kayani at Army gatherings that retribution would not end the game of hide and seek of democracy
versus dictatorship in Pakistan. This was the other major point of discussion between General Kayani’s
three and a half hour call on Prime Minister  Sharif in the last two days, besides Pakistan’s India policy

 Pakistan Army feels that with Nawaz Sharif  third time tenure as Prime Minister and that too his return
to the Office for the first time as Prime Minister after his Kargil War related ouster by the Pakis tan Army,
there may be political moves for Enquiry Commission on the Kargil War and the role of the Pak Army.

I will not be surprised that the United Sates prevails on Nawaz Sharif to give General Kayani another
extension to facilitate US exit from Afghanistan. Better still, as I had referred in one of my earlier Papers that
General Kayani was positioning himself for a political role ahead and we may find that with US pressure, the
Pakistan polity may be goaded into facilitating emergence of General Kayani as the next civilian President of
Pakistan. Unless Nawaz Sharif himself opts to be President of Pakistan and his brother Shahbaz Sharif is made
the Prime Minister.

The other crucial factor would be that in the Post-Chief Justice Chaudhry phase whether the Pakistan
judiciary continues with its  existing role of judicial activism and ensues that democracy is allowed to bloom
in Pakistan. And that it does not end up as a collaborator with the Pakistan Army as in the past. Justice
Chaudhry has set exemplary standards in the independence of the Judiciary and his successor would find it
difficult to go astray from that path.

It also needs to be recorded that the Chief Justice of Pakistan’s rulings stand valid till the las t hour of
his offic e and that in the testing times of the next seven months ahead all pow er canters within Pakistan
would be subjected to intense judicial scrutiny by the incumbent Chief Justice.

Having spoken so much about Pakistan in Post Nawaz Sharif victory in the General Elections, views
must also be aired on what Pakistan’s new Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif needs  to be told about India’s
strategic sensitivities. India needs to tell Pakistan firmly that Pakistan Army’s “Core Interests” c lash with
India’s prime security conc erns and while he may not be able to tame the Pakistan Army instantly,  he could
with his massive political backing and bipartisan political support restrain Pakistan Army’s military adventurism
impulses  towards India, especially terrorism and border clashes.

Both Pakis tan and India would be well advised to dispense with the fruitless Peace Dialogues and
instead establish Indo-Pak Economic Dialogue mechanisms whereby Pakistan’s economic collapse is averted
and where India can help Pakistan more by plugging it into India’s economic resurgence. This needs to be
encouraged at business-to business levels  and not at governmental official levels.

The above would ensure that Nawaz Sharif c an redeem his election promises to the Pakistani public in
terms of bringing Pakistan economy to good health. If so done,  other Asia countries like Japan, South Korea
and Singapore would be more inclined to assist in Pakistan’s economic  recovery.

Pakistan’s top political priority is economic recovery and not strategic rec overy of Pakistan Army to
emerge as  India’s strategic  co-equal. The latter is not attainable and that Pakis tan Army quest has  over the
years has c ontributed to Pakistan’s present economic collapse.

The Indian Prime Minister  need not be in a hurry to visit Pakistan as it could inject wrong messages
into Pakistani political dynamics affecting the political stature and political honour that he has  now once
again redeemed. PM Nawaz Sharif despite his initial emotional gush on India may himself postpone his India
visit till after India’s General Elections in mid- 2014, if not earlier.

However India’s Pakistan policy need not be anchored to personal predilections of people in power but
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anchored to India’s long term strategic interests. To that end, India would be w ell served if it c an assist
Nawaz Sharif in economic resuscitation of Pakistan in the interim, avoiding traditional minefields that have
dominated Indo-Pak Dialogues of the last ten years.

The factors highlighted above need to be factored-in by India’s political dispensations both existing
and new, to craft India’s Pakistan policy so that while India’s national security interests are safe-guarded,
the political dynamics of Pakistan are kept in mind for achieving durable peac e by accurate readings and
assessment of Pakistan’s dynamics

QUESTIONS
India’s restructuring mission in Afghanistan.
India - Afghanistan Cultural exchange
Comment on Indian SDP in Afghanistan.

EXPLANATIONS
India’s assistance activities and development partnership with Afghanistan covers four broad areas:
Humanitarian Assistance
 Daily supply of 100 grams of fortified, high-protein biscuits  to nearly 2 million children under a School

Feeding Programme
 administered through the World Food Programme.
 Gift of 250,000 metric tonnes of wheat, announced in January 2009 to help Afghanistan tide over its

current food crisis,
 to be shipped immediately, subject to transit and transportation arrangements being finalised.
 Free medical consultation and medicines through 5 Indian Medical Missions to over 30,000 Afghans monthly.
 Reconstruction of Indira Gandhi Institute of Child Health in Kabul.
 Gifting of vehicles (400 buses and 200 mini-buses for mass urban transportation, 105 utility vehicles

for municipalities,
 285 military vehicles for the Afghan National Army, and 10 ambulances for public hospitals in five cities).
 Five toilet-cum-public sanitation complexes in Kabul.

Major Infrastructure Projects
 Construction of 218 km road from Zaranj to Delaram to facilitate movement of goods and services

from Afghanistan to the Iranian border and, onward, to the Chahbahar Port (completed).
 Construction of 220kV DC transmission line from Pul-e-Khumri to Kabul and a 220/110/20 kV sub-

station at Chimtala to bring additional power from the northern grid to Kabul (completion by April 2009).
 Construction and commissioning of Salma Dam power project (42 MW) in Herat province (completion by

2011).
 Construction of the Afghan Parliament (completion by 2011).
 Restoration of telecommunication infrastructure in 11 provinces (c ompleted).
 Expansion of national TV network by providing an uplink from Kabul and downlinks in all 34 provincial

capitals for promoting greater integration of the country (c ompleted)

Small and community-based
These are in vulnerable border areas,  with focus  on local ownership and management and extend to
agriculture, rural development, education, health, vocational training, and solar energy. These have a direct,
immediate and visible impact on community life.
 84 small projects are under different stages of  implementation in 19 provinces of Afghanistan.
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Education and capacity development
 Reconstruc tion of Habibia School, Kabul.

 500 annual long-term university scholarships sponsored by the Indian Council for  Cultural

 Capacity building programmes are also underway in the fields of diplomacy, media and information,
civil aviation, agricultural research and education, health care and medicinal science, tourism, education,
standardisation, rural development, public adminis tration, electoral management and administration,
and local governance.

 India–Afghanistan Vocational Training Centre for training Afghan youth in carpentry, plumbing, welding,
masonry and tailoring executed by the Confederation of Indian Industries.

India-Afghanistan cultural exchange
Afghanistan and Hindustan (presently India)  were two neighboring countries just more then half century
ago. Before the partition of subcontinent, Afghans and Indians had a frequent exchange of bus iness and
cultural activities. According to famous Indian writer and Afghan affair specialist Mr. Manohar Singh Butra,
close relations between Afghans and Indians remained a vital and glittering point in regional history. Because
Afghans had played an important role in promotion of Indian art and culture.

According to historians, When Afghanistan was  called ARYANA, both Afghans and Hindus were
sharing a common culture. Similarly when Arian ruled the said region and the region was called Gandahara,
in those days both Arian and Indians were sharing the same faith, system and traditions.

India and Afghanistan have common cultural roots and share their classical musical traditions. Afghan
musicians have participated in various Indian music festivals. The most recent performances include the band
Talaash (the ‘quest’) at the SAARC Band Festival on 20th February in New Delhi and the qawali group led by Mir
Ahmed Sham, which performed together with Indian qawali groups in New Delhi on 21st February 2009. In
November 2008, an Indian qawali group led by Hyder Baksh Warsi performed in Kabul, Herat and Mazar-e-
Sharif.

An Indian Cultural Centre was  set up in the Indian Embassy in Kabul, with the support of Indian
Council for Cultural Relations in 2007.

Comment on Indian Small Development Projects (SDP) in Afghanistan
The SDP scheme was announced during the visit of Indian Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh in May 2011.

The SDP scheme has been crafted by the Governme nt of India to address the developme ntal needs
of mainly rural communities in far-flung areas of Afghanistan.

The scheme is entirely on-budget and utilizes and develops the capac ity of the Afghan Government,
through various line Ministries, to implement the projects.  The SDP scheme reflects the combined will of
the Government of the Is lamic Republic of Afghanistan and the Government of India to address the
development needs of the Afghan population, at a crucial phase in Afghanistan’s  history.

The first two phases of the SDP scheme, with a total outlay of $20 million, is nearing c ompletion.

60 projects were approved under the third phase of the SDP scheme. The projects are to be executed
in Badakhshan, Badghis, Balkh, Farah, Faryab, Herat, Jawzjan, Kunduz, Samangan and Takhar provinces.

Most of the projects involve construction of primary and high schools, small hospitals, veterinary clinics,
bridges, protection walls, etc, and have a total approved cost of 4.224 million. Thus, approx USD 85.78 million
remains available for project proposals, including from other provinces not covered in the first lot of approved
projects.
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POLITY
QUESTION
“The Inter-state council function to enquire and advice upon Inter-state
disputes is complimentary to the Supreme Court’s jurisdiction under Article
131 to decide a legal controversy between the govts”. Elaborate the structure,
procedure and duties of the Inter-state council.

EXPLANATION
Inter-state council and Article 131
Under Article 131 the Supreme Court can take cognizance of a dispute involving “any question (w hether of
law or fac t) on which the existence or extent of a legal right depends. The dispute must involve assertion or
vindication of a legal of the government of India or a state.

The duty of Inter-state council is to inquire into and advise upon the relevant matters and not one of
adjudicating. The president set-up the inter-state council in 1990 with the following composition —
1. The Prime Minister as the chairman
2. Chief Ministers of the states and those of the UTs with a legislative assembly and
3. Six Union Cabinet Ministers as the members.
 The Ministers of State in the Union Council may be invited to the meetings if the agenda has any

relevance for them.
 The proceedings  of the c ounc il are to be held in c amera and decisions are to be taken by consensus.
 The Sarkaria Commission recommended that in order to differentiate the Inter-state council from

other bodies sep-up under the Article, it must be called the inter government council.
 In July 1997, the Inter-state council meeting resolved to implement the alternative devolution scheme of

the 10th finance commission and also recommended significant steps for making the use of article 356
difficult.

In a dual polity within the federal framework,  co-ordination of the national and the state policies and their
implementation becomes important, especially in view of the large areas of c ommon interest and shared
action. A federal forum that assists in the co-operation and, co-ordination is provided in article 263 to bring
together the federal units.

QUESTION
The fundamental rights in the Indian Constitution have been conceived in a
liberal spirit and seek to draw a reasonable balance between individual freedom
and social control. Comment

EXPLANATION
The fundamental rights in the Indian Constitution have been conceived in a liberal spirit and they draw
balance between individual freedom and social control. We could divide  these rights in two parts, according
to their  nature—
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Fundamental Rights exclusive to the citizens:
1. Article 15- Prohibition of discrimination only on grounds of religion, race cas te, sex or place of birth.
2. Article 16- Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.

3. Article 19- Protection of certain rights, regarding, freedom of speech etc.

4. Article 30- Right of the minorities to establish and administer the educational ins titutions.

Fundamental Rights available to any persons on the soil of India (Except to
the enemy aliens)—
1. Article 14- Equality before law and equal protection of law.

2. Article 20 — Protection in respect of conviction for offences.

3. Article 21 – Protection of life and personal liberty.

4. Article 23– Prohibition of  traffic in human beings and forced labour.

5. Article 25 – Freedom of religion.

6. Article 27 – Freedom as to payment of taxes  for promotion of any particular religion.

These Rights ensure individual freedom, however social control has  also been ensured in Indian
constitution, we could trade it by following points—
(i) Fundamental rights constitute the bedrock of democratic system in the country.

(ii) Fundamental rights provide necessary conditions  for the material and moral protection of man.

(iii) They same as formidable bulwark of individual liberty.
(iv) They fac ilitate the establishment of rule of law in the country.

(v) They protect the interests of minorities and member sections of society

(vi) They strengthen the secular  fabric of the Indian State.

(vii) They check the absoluteness of the authority of the government

(viii) The lay down the foundation stone of social equality and social justice.

(ix) They ensure the dignity and respect of individuals.

(x) They facilitate the participation of people in the political and administrative process.

QUESTION
Indian Council Act of 1909 popularly known of Morley-Minto Reforms was the
first true attempt at introducing a representative and popular element in
India, but it also sown the seeds of reservation in Indian Parliamentary
Democracy. Comment

EXPLANATION
The first attempt at introducing a representative and popular element was made by the morley-Minto reforms,
know by the names of the then secretary of state for India (Lord Morley) and the viceroy (Lord Minto),
which were implemented by the Indian councils act, 1909.

The positive vice of the system of election introduced by the Act of 1909 was that it provided, for the first
time, for separate electorate based on community and electorate based on community and thus sowed the seeds
of separatism that eventually led to the lamentable partition of the country. It can hardly be overlooked that this
idea of separate electorates for the Muslims was synchronous with the formation of the Muslim league as a
political party.
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Later on,  this type of separate representation was extended to Sikhs, Christians, Anglo Indians etc. in
Government of India Act, 1919 (Montague – Chelmsford reforms).

QUESTION
“Federalims constitutes a complex governmental mechanism for governance
of a country. It seeks to reconcile unity with multiplicity? Centralisation
with decentralisation and nationalism with localism.” Evaluate the above
statement in the right of comparative analsysis of American & Indian federal
systems.

EXPLANATION
The term ‘federation’ is drived from a Latin word foedus w hich means ‘treaty’ or ‘agreement’. Thus a
federation is a new state (political system) which is formed through a treaty or an agreement between the
various units. The Units of  a federation are known by various names like states (as in US) or cantons (as in
Switzerland) provinces (as in Canada) or republics (as in Russia)

The US is the first and the oldest federation in the world. It was  formed in 1787 following the
American Revolution (1775-83). It comprises 50 states and is taken as the model of federation.

The constitution of India provides for a federal system of government in the country. The framers
adopted the federal system in India, it not only ensures the efficient governance of the country but also
reconciles national unity with regional autonomy.

Political scientists have classified governments into unitary and federal on the basis of the nature of
relations  between national government and the regional governments.

US and India both are model of federal government, it is also called as the central government or the
union government.

Federalism constitutes a complex governmental mechanism with complex institutional structure. In
federal government, there is Dual government (National and regional) A written constitution, division of
powers are divided between the national and regional government, supremacy of the constitution, Rigid
constitution, Independent judic iary and Bicameral legislature.

QUESTION
Officers and Servants of the Supreme Court

EXPLANATION
Appointment of off icers  and servants of the supreme court are to be made by the chief jus tice,  or such
other judge or off icer of the court as  the chief  justice may direct,  but the president may by rules direct
that appointments are to be made after  consultation w ith the Union Public  Service Commission (Article
146(1)).

Subject to any law made by parliament the conditions of service of officers and servants of the court
may be prescribed by rules made by the chief justice, or any other judge or officer of the court as the chief
justice may authorize for the purpose. Any suc h rules, so far as  they relate to salaries, allowances  leave or
pension,  require the approval of the president article (146(2)).

QUESTION
Doctrine of STARE DECISIS

EXPLANATION
The doctrine of stare decisis or precedents  is the dis tinguishing characteristic of the English common
law  It envisages that judicial decisions have a binding force for the future. I t is not, however, the whole
judgment that is deemed to be so binding. A judgment is  authoritative only as to that part of it,  called ratio
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dec idendi, which is considered to have been necessary for the decision of the ac tual issues between the
litigants.

As KEETON suggests, “the ratio decidendi of a decision is the princ iple of law formulated by the
judge for the purpose of deciding the problem before him”

In some c ases it may be quite difficult to extract a ratio, and the difficulty is enhanced when multiple
opinions are delivered in a case.

QUESTION
Office of Profit

EXPLANATION
An ‘office of profit’ ordinarily means an ‘off ice’ capable of yielding some profit to the holder of the office.
The disqualification arises when a person—

(i) Holds an office;
(ii) The office is under the central or state government; and
(iii) The office is one of profit
Thus, if a person does not hold on ‘office’ he is not disqualified even if he is making a profit for example,

a lawyer engaged by the government to appear in a case on its behalf and paid fees by it, a licensed stamp
vendor or deed writer or a shareholder in a company transporting postal article and mail bags, holds no.
‘office’ and is thus not disqualified to seek election to a House. The definition is subject to case-to-case basis.

QUESTION
Contempt of Supreme Court

EXPLANATION
The Supreme Court is a ‘court of record’ and has all the powers of such a court including the power to
punish for its contempt.  A court of rec ord has—

(i) Power to determine its own jurisdiction, and
(ii) It has power to punish for its contempt.

The Supreme Court has asserted—

“In the absence of any express provision in the constitution the Apex
jurisdiction in every matter and if there be any doubt, the court has

power to determine its jurisdiction.”

On the question of  contempt of court the Supreme Court has  a summary jurisdiction to punish
contempt of it. It is an extra ordinary power and is exercised only when the public interes t so demands.
Suc h a power is very nec essary to prevent interference w ith the course of jus tice, t maintain the authority
of law as administered in the court and thus to protec t public interest in the purity of the administration
of justice.

QUESTION
The controlling power under Article 235 extends only to courts & not tribunals.

EXPLANATION
The control vested in the High Court by Article 235 over the judiciary below it complete and comprehends
a wide variety of matters and is “exclusive in nature, comprehensive in extent and effective in operation.”
The High Court is the sole c ustodian of the control over the judiciary the word control in Article 235 is used
in a comprehensive sense; it includes general superintendence over the working of the subordinate courts
the expression control in Article 235 includes “disciplinary control”.
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QUESTION
The right to freedom of speech and expression is enshsined in the constitution
and chauvinist elements no matter of what hue, should no be allowed to
infringe on this right citing some imagined slight to a group or community.
Comment with respect to increasing phenomenon of CROWD CENSORIONG
in India.

EXPLANATION
There are six freedoms mentioned in article 19 of constitution of India, freedom
of speech and expression is one of them.
The freedom of speech is the matrix, the indispensable condition of nearly energy other form of freedom.
It is the well spring of civilization and without it liberty of thought would shrivel. Public decency and
morality is outside the purview of the protec tion of free speec h and express on and thus a balance should be
maintained between freedom of speech and expression and public decency and morality.

The constitution guarantees freedom of speech & expression but this freedom is subject to reasonable
restrictions imposed by the state relating to (a) definition, (b) contempt of court, (c) decency or morality,
(d) security of the state. (e) friendly relations with foreign state (f) incitement to an offence (g) public order
(h) maintenance of the sovereignty and integrity of India.

It is evident that freedom of speech and expression cannot confer upon an individual a licence to
commit illegal or immoral acts or to incite others to overthrow the established government by force or
unlawful means. No one can exercise his right of speech in such a manner as to violate another men’s such
right.

QUESTION
The doctrine of equality before law is a necessary corollary of rule of law
which pervades the Indian Constitution.” Comment.

EXPLANATION
Equality before law is a necessary corollary of rule of law
Rule of  Law: The guarantee of equality before law is an aspect of what Lord Dicey calls, the ‘Rule of Law’
that originated in England . It means no man is above law and that every person, whatever be his  rank and
status is subject to the jurisdiction of ordinary courts. Also, it says that no person shall be subject to harsh,
uncivilized or discriminatory treatment even law and order.
There are three basic meanings of ‘Rule of Law’;

(i) Absence of arbitrary power or supremacy of law – A man can be punished for a breach of law but
he can not be punished for anything else.

(ii) Equality before law  No one is above law.
(iii) The constitution is the supreme law of the land and all laws passed by the legislature must be

consistent with the provisions of the constitution.
Guaranteeing of certain rights to each individual would be meaningless unless all inequlity is banished

from the social structure and each individual is assured of equality of status and opportunity for the development
of the best in him and the means for the enforcement of the rights guaranteed to him. This object is secured
in the body of the constitution, by making illegal all discriminations by the state between citizen and citizen,
simply on the ground of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. (Article 15), by throwing open ‘public
places’ to all citizens Article (15(2)), by abolishing untouchability Article (17), by obolishing titles of honour
Article (18), by offering equality of opportunity in matters relating to employment under the state Article (16)
by guaranteeing equality before the law and equal protection of the laws, as justiciable rights. (Article 14).
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In addition to the above provisions to ensure c ivic equality the c onstitution seeks to achieve political equality
by providing for universal adult franchise  (Article 326) and by reiterating that no person shall be either
excluded from the general electoral roll or allowed to be included in any general or special electoral roll, only
on the ground of his religion, race, cas te or sex (Artic le 325).

QUESTION
“Sexual harassment violates the victim’s fundamental right under Article
19(1)(g) and thus attracts Art 32.” Analyse.

EXPLANATION
Artic le 19 discusses  freedom of speech and expression and protec tion of c ertain rights regarding
freedom of speech,  etc. are in Artic le 19(1)(g) to prac tic e any profess ion or  to carry on any oc cupation
trade or  business  so, this  Article provides  the r ight of w ork, but in case of sexual harassment,  Artic le
32 provides  constitutional remedies  for the enforc ement of the fundamental rights of an aggrieved
citizen.

Dr.  Am bedkar called Article 32, as the mos t important article of the cons titution ‘an Article without
which this constitution would be a nullity.  The supreme court has ruled that Article 32 is a basic  feature
of the c onstitution. Hence it cannot be abridged or taken away even by way of an amendment to the
cons titution.

The supreme court have power to issue directions or orders or writs for the enforcement of any of the
fundamental rights. The writs issued may include habeans corpus, mandamus, prohibition, certiorari and quo-
warranto.

QUESTION
What are parliamentary committees? What is the difference between standing
committee and other committee?

EXPLANATION
Parliamentary Committees:
The functions of the parliament are varied,  complex and voluminous. It has neither the adequate time nor
necessary expertise to make a detailed scripting of all legislative measures and other matters therefore it is
assisted by a number of c ommittees in the discharge of its duties.

The constitution of India makes a mention of these committees at different places but without making
any specif ic provisions regarding their compos ition, tenure, functions etc. All these matters are dealt by the
rules of the two houses.
A parliamentary committee means

1. Is appointed or elected by the House or nominated by the speaker/ chairman.
2. Works under the direction of the speaker/ chairman
3. Presents its report to the house or to the speaker/ chairman
4. Has a secretariat provided by the Lok Sabha/ Rajya Sabha

Parliamentary committees are of two kinds:—
(i) Standing committees
(ii) Ad Hoc committees

Standing committees are permanent, and are constituted every year or periodically and work on a continuous basis.
Standing c ommittees can be c lassified  into the following six categories—
(1) Financial committees:

(i) Public Accounts committee
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(ii) Estimates committee
(iii) Committee on public undertakings

(2) Departmental standing committees
(3) Committees to Inquire

(a) Committee on petitions
(b) Committee of privileges
(c) Ethics committee

(4) Committees to scrutinize and control
(5) Committees relating to the day-to-day. Business of the house
(6) House-Keeping committees or service committees

Thus we see that standing committees are permanent and they play very vital role in the functioning of
the parliament, however other committees could be formed to fulfill the timely objective of the parliament.

QUESTION
Differentiate between resolution & motion. State the procedure for at motion.

EXPLANATION
The members can more resolutions to draw the attention of the house or the government to matters of
general public interest.
Resolutions are classified into three categories—

1. Private member’s resolution— It is one that is moved by a private member (other than a
minister). It is discussed only on alternate Fridays and in the afternoon sitting.

2. Government Resolution- It is one that is moved by a minister. It can be taken up any day from
Monday to Thursday.

3. Statutory Resolution– It can be moved either by a private member or a minister.
Resolutions are different from motions because “All resolutions come in the category of substantive

motions that is to say, every resolution is a particular type of motion. All motions need not necessarily be
substantive. Further, all motions are not necessarily put to vote of the house, whereas all the resolutions are
required to be voted upon.”

Motions— No discussion on a matter of general public importance can take place except on a motion
made with the consent of the presiding officer. The House expresses its decisions or opinions on various
issues through the adoption or rejection of motions moved by either ministers or private members.

There are three principal categories of motions—
1. Substantive Motion: It is a self-contained independent proposal dealing with a very important

matter like impeachment of the president or removal of chief election commissioner.
2. Substitute Motion: It is a motion that is moved in substitution of an original motion and proposes

an alternative to it. If adopted by the House, it supersedes the original motion.
3. Subsidiary motion: It is a motion that, by itself, has no meaning and cannot state the decision of

the House without reference to the original motion or proceedings of the House.

QUESTION
How far do you see the role of Judiciary has been constructive in filling the
vaccum created by executive and legislature. Is it correct to say that”Judicial
Constructivism” is response to “executive in activism”?

EXPLANATION
Judicial Activism & Judicial Review
Judicial Activism connotes the assertive role played by the judic iary to force the other organs of the state to
discharge their duties, assigned to them by the constitution, towards the public.
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Judicial Activism, in essence has been forced upon the judiciary by an insensitive and unresponsive
administration that disregard the interests of  the people and it has created the Vaccum of responsibilities of
executive and legislature judicial constructivism has come as a response to executive in activism. It is a
phenomenon that has been made popular by the Supreme Court in recent times, to ensure that the administration
of the country does not suffer because of the negligence on the part of the executive and the legislature.

The power of judicial activism has emanated from the power of the judicial review of the cons titution.
However judicial activism is  a welcome phenomenon only in the short run, if it is carried out for long, it may
destroy the concept of the separation of powers between the judiciary assuming greater powers  from the
executive and the legislature without proper cheeks and balances. The judiciary should, therefore, employ
self-restraint and should evolve a code of ethics for the judges while indulging in judicial. Activism and
should use it only as a los t resort.

The critics argue that the Supreme Court is blurring the constitutional demarcation of Article 32 and Article 226
by hearing the cases and the passing the verdicts on the cases other than those involving breach of Fundamental Rights.

Judicial review is the power of a court to review a statute, or an official action or inaction, for
constitutionality.

In many jurisdictions, the court has power to strike down a statute overturn an official action, or
compel an official action, if the court believes that the constitution requires so.

In some countries courts also have authority to strike down statutes even through they are constitutional,
for violation of basic princ iples of justice or  for contrariness to principles of a free and democratic society.

QUESTION
Can Indian President become autocratic? what is your view on the “Rubber
stamp” theory of Indian President?

EXPLANATION
Indian President cannot be autocratic. The position of president under our constitution has evoked  much
interest amongst political.  Scientists in view of the plentitude of powers vested in an elected president
holding for a fixed term, saddled with limitations of cabinet responsibility.

Being a Republic, India could not have a hereditary monarch.  So, an elected president is at the head of
the executive power in India. The tenure of  his office is for a fixed term of years as of the American
president. He also resemble the American president in as much as he is removable by the legislature under
the special quasi-judicial procedure of impeachment;

But, on the other hand, he is more skin to the English king, than the American  President in so far as he has no
‘functions’ to discharge, on his own authority. All the powers and ‘Functions’ [Article 74 (1) that are vested by the
constitution in the President are to be exercised on the advice of the Ministers responsible to the legislature as in
England.

Prior to 1976, there was no express provision in the c onstitution that the President was  bound to
act in accordance with the advice tendered by the counc il of ministers,  through it was judicially established
that the Pres ident of India was not a real executive,  but a constitutional head, who was  bound to act
acc ording to the advice of ministers, so long as  they commanded the confidence of the majority in the
house of  the people [Article 75 (3)].  The 42nd Amendment Ac t, 1976 amended Art.  74 (1) to clarify this
pos ition.

Article 74(1), as so amended, reads:
“There shall be a council of ministers with the Prime Minister of the
head to aid and advise the President who shall, in the exercise of his

functions, act in accordance with such advice.”
The word ‘shall’ makes it obligatory for the President to act in accordance with ministerial advice.
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QUESTION
How do you define “backward class” as per the Constitution of India? Discuss
the scope of articles 15 and 16 in a comparative approach.

EXPLANATION
Article 15(4) of the constitution defines the ‘backward class’ A clause was added by the 1st constitutional Amendment
Act 1951. The Article 15(4) says that the state is not prevented from making any special provisions for

“the advancement of any socially and educationally backward classes
of citizens or for the scheduled castes and the scheduled Tribes”.

Article 15—
- Article 15 of the constitution provides for the prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of religion,

race, cas te, sex or place of birth.
- The guarantee under Art. 15 is available to citizens only and not to every person whether ‘c itizen or

non-citizen as under Article 14.
- The third clause  empowers the state to make special provision for the protection of women and children.

Article 16—
- Equality of opportunity in matters of public employment.
- NO citizen shall on grounds only of religion, race, caste, sex, descent, plac e of birth or res idence be

ineligible for, or discriminated against in respect of, any employment or office under the state.
- The state is free to specify the qualifications, there cannot be any other ground for non-eligibility.
- Equal pay four equal work although not expressly declared to be a fundamental right, is  clearly a

constitutional goal under Articles 14, 16 and 39(c ) of the constitution, and can be enforced by the
courts in the cases of unequal.  Scales of pay based on irrational class ification.

QUESTION
Cabinet form of Government should not be confused with the Prime Ministerial
form of Government. Comment?

EXPLANATION
Prime Ministerial form of government is goal where prime minis ter is dominant in terms of the executive as
the prime minister is, by definition, a member of a cabinet this form of government is often a development
from cabinet government. In true cabinet government the prime minister is Primus Inter Pares (first
among equals), where prime ministerial government necessitates the crossing of this  boundary.

The example of prime ministerial government is the United Kingdom.
Cabinet Ministers  are responsible for their  departments , but the c abinet as a whole is  ac countable

to parliament for its ac tions , and its individual members must be willing and able to publicly defend
the cabinet‘s policies.  Cabinet members can freely disagree w ith each other w ith in the secrec y of
cabinet meetings , but onc e a design has been reached, all are obligated to support the c abinet’s
policies .

India, Canada, Australia and New Zealand, maintain cabinet systems of government.

QUESTION
Preamble is the key to the minds of the Constitution makers. Elaborate?

EXPLANATION
The preamble to the constitution sets out the philosophy on which the political system rests or it clearly
establishes the main objective on which the Indian constitutional structure was  crafted.
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The ‘objective resolution’, proposed by Pandit Nehru and passed by the constituent assembly, ultimately
became the Preamble to the constitution of India. As the supreme court has observed, the preamble is a key
to unravel the minds of the makers of the cons titution.

The constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976 amended the preamble and added the words socialist
secular and Integrity to the Preamble. Preamble embodies the ideals and aspiration of the people of India.

The importance and utility of the Preamble has been pointed out in several decisions of the supreme
court. Though by itself, it is not enforceable in a court of law,  the preamble to a written constitution states
the objects which the constitution seeks to es tablish and promote and also aids the legal interpretation of the
constitution where the language is found to be ambiguous.

The Preamble to our constitution serves, two purposes—
(a) It indicates the source from which the constitution derives its authority.
(b) It also states the objects which the constitution seeks to establish and promote.

QUESTION
Elaborate upon the constitutional mechanisms for strengthening federalism
in India?

EXPLANATION
The terms  ‘federation’ or ‘federalism’ has no where been used in the constitution. Instead Article 1 of the
constitution describes India as a ‘union of States’. According to Dr. B.R.  Ambedkar, the phrase “Union of
States” has been preferred to ‘Federation of States’ to indicate two things—

(i) The Indian federation is not the result of an agreement among the states like the American Federation.
(ii) The states have no right to secede from the federation. The federation is union because it is

indestructible.
The follow ing mechanisms have been made to strengthen the federalism in the constitution of India:—
(i) Dual Polity: The constitution establishes a dual policy constituting the union of the centre and states at

the periphery. Each is endowed with sovereign powers to be exercised in the field assigned to them
respectively by the constitution.

(ii) Written constitution: The constitution is not only a written document but also the lengthiest constitution
of the world. It specifies the structure, organization, powers and functions of both central and state
governments and prescribes the limis within which they must operate.

(iii) Division of Powers: The constitution divided the powers between the centre and the states in terms of
the
- Union List
- State List
- Concurrent List in the seventh schedule.

(iv) Supremacy of the Constitution: The constitution is the supreme (or the highest) law of the land. The
laws enacted by the centre and the states must confirm to its provisions.

(v) Rigid Constitution: The division of powers established by the constitution as well as the supremacy
of the constitution can be maintained only if the method of its amendment is rigid. A special majority of
the parliament and also and approval of half of the state legislatures is required for amendment in
important and concerned fields.

(vi) Independent Judiciary: The constitution established an independent judiciary headed by the Supreme
Court for two purposes—
- To protect the Supremacy of the constitution.
- To settle the disputes between the centre and states or between the starts.

(vii) Bicameralism: The constitution provides for a bicameral legislature consisting of an upper house
(Rajya Sabha) and a lower house (Lok Sabha) the Rajya Sabha represents the states of Indian federation.
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Rajya Sabha (even though a less powerful chamber) is required to maintain the federal equilibrium by
protecting the interests of the states against the undue interference of the centre.

QUESTION
The relation between PM & CM is the reflection of the relationship between
centre and the state. Comment ?

EXPLANATION
Prime Minister is the head of central cabinet and Chief Minister  is the head of respective state cabinet. The
relation between PM and CM reflects the centre and state relation in federation, because all powers are
exercised according to the relations mentioned in constitution—

(i) The Legislative Relations
(ii) Financial Relations
(iii) Administration Relation

Prime Minister has various  other roles, as  the head of many councils in whic h chief minister  are also
members. Like for example—

(i) The Planning Commission
(ii) National Development Council
(iii) National Integration Council
(iv) Inter-state Council
(v) National Water Resources Council
Thus this  relationship reflects the same as that of centre and state in federal system.

HISTORY
QUESTION
‘‘Raiyots wanted to be the ryots of her majesty the Queen and of her only’’.
Through the above given statement analyse the peasent revolts in India.

EXPLANATION
· The statement is in respect with the Pabna revolt. It was one of the demands of the peasants.
· Due to massive increase in the land revenue taxes,
· pro peasant measures initiated by British officials like Lt. Governor Campbell.
· The peasantry community was not capable to unders tand the exploitative nature of the colonial rule

until the western educated middle class comes
· So the peasantry community had problem only with the immediate land revenue collecting class not

with the British queen
· However, it is not true with respect to all peasant revolts in India. For instance Teebhaga, Sanyasi, Eka movement.

QUESTION
‘‘The Franch Revolution was equally a struggle of weapons as well as of ideas.
Freedom, Equality and Fraternity are the eternal contribution of this
Revolutions’’. Explain

EXPLANATION
· In every revolution ideology and violence play major role as w ell as in French Revolution
· Intellectual ideas gave a platform to protest the material misery.
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· French Revolution questioned the privileges by birth. Advocacy of merit based social system.
· Voltaire questioned Church’s rationality and argued that God artic ulate himself through nature.
· Emphasis  on temporal approach.
· John Locke- equality before law and equal opportunities, questioned divine origin theory.

· Montesquieu- separation of power.
· Rousseau- social contract theory, sovereignty and democracy.
· Physiocrats (French Economists) - ‘Laissez Faire’. Influence of British Parliamentary system and

people’s participation in governance.
· The fall of the Bastille (July 1789). Public Rage of 10th August 1792- the Prussian proclamation of 28

July led to dethroning of the King, public ransacked the Palace.
· Reign of Terror- Robespierre’s  hostile measures, thousands of people guillotined including the King

and Queen.
· ‘Declaration of the Rights of the Man and Citizen’ granted right to life, equality before law, and

freedom of speech.
· Abolition of feudalism and privileged classes.

· Social equality.
· Women’s participation in the revolt and recognition to their right to educ ation and professional training.
· Gave a new term ‘nation’- different from the concept of a state.
· People’s sovereignty.
· Abolition of slavery.
· Right to vote based on universal franchise.

QUESTION
Administrative policies of British India were the reflection of the ideologies in
England. Eleborate it taking the example of British Education policy in India.

EXPLANATION
Ideologies- Orientalism, Anglicism, Utilitarianism and Evangelicalism
· Early Years- Orientalism under Warren Hastings, focus was to legitimize British rule under the Indian

laws and practices.

· Eugene Irschick- Orientalism produced know ledge of the past to serve the needs of the present i.e. of
the colonial state.

· Fort William College-  to train civil servants in Indian languages and way of life.
· Lord Cornw allis and Lord Wellesley preferred Anglicization. As the political sphere in England was

threatened by Jacobinism and conservatism prevailed. Fort William College became an ins trument to
prevent the ideas of French Revolution from spreading.

· Evangelicalism- British Missionaries entered into India by the Charter Act, 1813.
· led to the evolution of the idea of British permanency in India to reform the ruled.
· Simultaneously liberalist ideas prevailed in Britain, Macaulay advocated civilizing the Indians.
· Utilitarianism- Association of  James Mill with the East India Company brought forth the advocacy of

vernacular education as more suited to the Indian requirements.

· All these ideologies were implemented as means to achieve the imperialistic ends, to prevent the winds
of liberty and awakening from reac hing India.
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QUESTION
‘‘Imperilism is the highest state of capitalism’’, at what degree do you agree
with the statement.

EXPLANATION
· A book was written by Lenin with the similar title “Imperialism is the highest stage of capitalism”.
· Capitalism simply means more and more profit
· Capitalism- large scale production of goods, rise in trade. Hence require markets and raw materials.
· Higher profit can be made by c heap raw material, cheap labour, countries without tariff that could

ease the import of raw material and export of manufactured goods
· The quest for higher profits and permanent markets, cheap labours lead to Imperialism.
· Example like India, Afric a e.t.c.

QUESTION
Marathas were capable to form an all India empire but they failed in doing so. Why ?

EXPLANATION
They never attempted to es tablish an all India empire- conquests only limited to plunder and tax levies-
conques ts lacked permanency.
· Main reason- the structure problem with the Maratha polity
· Faulty politico-administrative structure- power shared among chiefs (confederacy nature) ultimately

leading to factionalism. These military leaders detested the Peshwa’s control.
· Local centers of power like mirasidars and deshmukhs
· Local loyalties flowing out from hereditary vatan rights at the lower level diluted the control of the

central power i.e. the King.

QUESTION
In Eighteenth century there was a political vaccume in India. Do you agree
with the statement. If not then give your reasons.

EXPLANATION
No. Though the Mughal Empire was declining, regional powers were gaining strength. Mughal’s symbolic authority
also persisted, providing political legitimacy. Though a unified political sphere was deteriorating, various kingdoms
in Hyderabad, Awadh, Bengal kept the political landscape occupied along with the Marathas, Sikhs, Jats.

QUESTION
With examples show that the influence of Leftism was also felt in literature
in India.

EXPLANATION
Premchand’s Godan- dealt with peasant misery, His essay ‘Mahajani Sabhyata’ critique of capitalism and
appreciation of Soviet model. Poet Sri Sri in Andhra wrote ‘Mare Prapancham’ led to evocation of the Red
Flag; he was inspired by Bhagat singh. Bombay labour movement inspired Marathi stories of Modkholkar and
Mama Warerkar about textile strikes. Rabindranath Tagore’s ‘Letters from Russia’(1930). The Calcutta literary
monthly ‘Parichay’focused on the Marxist theory, fascist struggle. Sajjad Zahir, a student in London, spearheaded
the formation of an All India Forum for Left learning writers with a motive to bring arts into touch with people
and highlight the problems of social backwardness, poverty and political subjugation. The Progressive Writers
Association made some efforts at mass contact, like the conference of peasant poets at Faridabad.
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QUESTION
A more fruitful way of studying the middle class intelligentsia in India, which
played a major role in Indian freedom movement,  is through an analysis of its
ideas and its socio-economic roots. Explain.

EXPLANATION
· As per the statement, to completely understand the formation, composition and the nature of our

middle class intelligentsia, we need to dig dow n their socio-economic roots.
· The statement reveals a significant contrast between broadly bourgeoisie ideals derived from a growing

awareness of  contemporary developments in the West, and a predominantly non-bourgeoisie or
proletariat social base.

· This above mentioned contrast was apparently clearest in Bengal.
· Here the middle class intelligentsia diligently cultivated its image below the zamidars but above the

toilers.
· The social roots lay not in industry and trade but in government service or in the professions of law,

education and medicine etc.
· The middle-class journals  in those times never urged them to move to industry and trade and thus had

a prominent role in inspir ing the middle class to retain its pristine charac teristic.

QUESTION
As in so many other phases of the national movement, the real initiative
came from below rather than from top leaders or organizations in princely
states, later on it was joined by some big leaders. Comment.

EXPLANATION
· There are numerous instanc es in the national freedom struggle where the initial outbursts were by the

people and these rebellions  took national character only when joined by some big leaders.
· The peasant’s movements and agitations had been going on since long in the areas of Ahmadabad,

Champaran and Kheda. But they came into the limelight of the national struggle movements  only when
Mahatma Gandhi joined them and succefully led the negotiations with the British.

· The movements and organizations in the Princely s tates were initially subdued as the direct rulers
were also from the same community as the subjects . The intensity only increased when the national
leaders w as taken to another level by the charismatic leadership of big leaders like Mahatma Gandhi.

· For example the movement in Rajkot later drew leaders like Mahatma Gandhi and Sardar Patel although
it ultimately failed to alter the heart of the ruler.

· The presence of big leaders in the Indian National Congress also helped it to deal effectively with the
Princely States by starting Congress Working Committees in the Princely States and ultimately
assimilating them in the national movement.

QUESTION
Imperialism was one of the leading factor behind the first World War. Analyse.

EXPLANATION
· Competition for overseas colonies, particularly between Germany and Great Britain. Most European

nations at the time of the First WW were imperialist nations,  i.e., they controlled overseas colonies in
Africa, Asia, and elsewhere. The exploitation of these colonial empires was a great economic advantage
to the European nation that c ontrolled them, and competition between the imperial powers for new
colonial lands was intense. 
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· Imperial control over diss ident minorities,  especially in the Austrian empire. The Austrian empire was
ruled from Vienna by emperors of German descent. The empire contained a large number of ethnic
minorities  who were not content to be ruled by the Austrians, especially those in the Balkan areas,
such as the Serbs. The Serbs, for example, wanted to be independent from Austria and looked to the
Russian empire for support. This created great friction between Austria and Russia, and by extension
between their allies (Germany allied with Austria, Britain and France allied with Russia). 

· The arms race driven by Imperial ambitions, particularly between Great Britain and Germany. Germany
wanted very much to develop a world-wide colonial empire that would rival Britain. This was made
difficult by Great Britain’s control of the seas by the Royal Navy, at the time the largest and best navy
in the world. So, the German Empire began to build naval w arships at a very rapid rate in an attempt
to equal,  and perhaps challenge, the Royal Navy. Britain could not allow this to happen, so they also
began to build more ships,  and this began an arms race that spread to other nations and to other forms
of warfare (land armies and the first use of airc raft for war). This  arms race contributed to the
willingness of Germany, in particular, to go to war in 1914.

QUESTION
What explains the anger of the Deccan ryots against the moneylenders?

EXPLANATION
There were various reasons for the anger of Deccan Ryots against the money lenders:
(a) Due to a high revenue demand and rigid sys tem of collection, the peasants invariably look loans from

the moneylender. But once a loan was taken, he found it difficult to repay it. Debts mounted, the peasants
dependence on the moneylender increased and loans were needed even to meet their daily needs.

(b) The cotton boom which occurred due to the American Civil War had a major impact on the Deccan
countryside. The peasants suddenly had access to limitless credit. They were given Rs. 100 in advance
for every acre they planted with cotton.

(c) But after the Civil War ended.  Indian cotton exports to Britain steadily declined. The moneylenders
began to restrict their advances. While credit dried up, revenue demand increased. To pay the inflated
demand the peasants once again turned to the moneylenders who however now refused to give loans.

(d) This enraged the peasants as they fell that the moneylenders were being insensitive and violating the
customary norms of the village. A general norm was  that interest charged could not be more than the
principal.  But under British rule this norm was not adhered to. In many cases investigated by the
Deccan Riots commission the moneylender had charged over Rs. 2000 on a loan of  Rs. 100.

(e) Moneylenders were also accused of manipulating laws and forging accounts. They violated with
impunity the limitation law passed by the British to check the accumulation of  interest over time. Often
they refused to give receipts when loans were repaid, entered fictitious figures in bonds, acquired the
peasants harvest at low prices and took over the peasant’s property.

QUESTION
What is the significance of ‘Ardhanarishwar’ in Indian Art ?

EXPLANATION
· Ardhanarishvara is a composite form of  Hindu god Shiva and his consort Parvati. Ardhanarishvara is

depicted as half male and half  female split down the middle.
· Usually the right part represents Shiva, illustrating his traditional attributes.
· These sort of images are believed to be originated in the Kushan Period starting from the first century AD.
· Later its  iconography was  evolved and eventually it was perfected in the Gupta era.
· It has great significance in the Indian art forms  as it is one of the greatest works of symbolism.
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· Ardhanarishvara symbolizes that both male and female parts are inseparable. It conveys the unity of
opposites . The male part represents “purusha” and the female part represents  “prakriti” and the fusion
of both is responsible for the creation of the universe and life.

· Across cultures such figures are found are worshipped religiously.

QUESTION
‘Romanticism’, an intellectual movement that originated in Europe toword
the end the 18th century, was partly a reaction to the Industrial Revolution.
Comment.

EXPLANATION
· Romanticism or the Romantic era was an artistic, literary and intellectual movement that originated in

Europe toward the end of 18th century.
· It was a revolt against aristocratic social and political norms of the enlightenment period and a reaction

against the scientific rationalization of nature. Thus it is  considered as a reaction to the Industrial
revolution that occurred in Europe during that period.

· It emphasized on the free expression of feelings of the artist community. As per Casper David Friedrich
“the artist’s feeling is his law”.

· Although the movement was rooted in the German Sturm and Drang movement, which prized intuition
and emotion over rationalism, the ideologies and events of  the French revolution laid the background
from which Romanticism emerged.

· There was a parallel development of the counter-enlightenment movement as well.
· The confines of the industrial revolution further  powered the spread of Romanticism across Europe.

QUESTION
Multi hazard warning system.

EXPLANATION
· The cotton boom which occured due to the American Civil War had a major impact on the Deccan

countryside. The peasants suddenly had access to limitless credit. They were given Rs. 100 in advance
for every acre they planted with cotton.

· But after the Civil War ended.  Indian cotton exports to Britain steadily declined. The moneylenders
began to restrict their advances. While credit dried up, revenue demand increased. To pay the inflated
demand the peasants once again turned to the moneylenders who however now refused to give loans.

· This enraged the peasants as they fell that the moneylenders were being insensitive and violating the
customary norms of the village. A general norm was  that interest charged could not be more than the
principal.  But under British rule this norm was not adhered to. In many cases investigated by the
Deccan Riots commission the moneylender had charged over Rs. 2000 on a loan of  Rs. 100.

· So, the American Civil War initially benefitted the ryots but later proved to be a bane.

QUESTION
Dumhal Dance

EXPLANATION
Dumhal is  a dance performed by the men folk of the Wattal tribe of Kashmir on specific occas ions. The
performers wear long colorful robes, tall conical caps which are studded with beads and shells. The party
moves in procession carrying a banner in a very ceremonial fashion. The men then dance in a circular
manner. The musical accompaniment comprises a drum and the vocal singing of the participants.
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QUESTION
Most of the revolts or uprisings including the 1857 revolt in nineteenth century
were ‘restorative’ in nature. Analyze.

EXPLANATION
· In the 19th century which witnessed various rebellions and uprisings, the basic motive and aspiration

was to return to the natural order which was prevailing prior to the changes introduced by the British.
· These agitating sections were predominantly conservative in their outlook and were opposed to any

changes in socio-economic order.
· For e.g. the Santhal rebellions  were basically flamed by the bringing up of the permanent settlements

and the distortion bought in the social ways of these tribal people. At a point, these unwelcome
changes pushed the limits too far and an uprising erupted.

· Even the Fakir and Sanyasi rebellion erupted due to grudges as a result of the undesirable changes
introduced by the British rulers. And the objective was to restore order.

· With the 1857 revolt, the build-up was due to persistent interventionist strategy of the British. The
immediate reason being the “Enfield Riffle” controversy which was taken up by the orthodox sections
of the society which pushed for the restoration of the earlier order.

· Appointing Behadur Shah Zafar  as king and statement of Begum Hazrat Mahal’s statement regarding
the establishing the same state as prevailed in 18th century shows the restorative nature.

· But in the second half of  the 19th century they were not restorative in nature. They had a futuristic
approach. As they formed a c ommittee to decide the developments of revolt.

· They know ingly targeted the British symbols  like police chokis administrative offices. This shows that
now they were developing a better understanding of the colonial rule.

· They also established the indigenous courts to settle their own disputes.
· The press and newly emerged middle class also played an important role in spread the impact of revolts.

QUESTION
How the activism and politicization of woman did promoted a feminist
consciousness in colonial India?

EXPLANATION
· The initial glimpses of feminism in the colonial India were seen in following the efforts of  Raja Ram

Mohan Roy who worked extensively for the social liberation of women folk and eventually succeeded
in abolishing the “Sati” pratha.

· This was followed by increasing agitations over the issues of widow remarriage.
· But such movements don’t politicize women of the country. The activism of women in politics could

be seen in the first half of the 20th century.
· In the early years of the 20th century leaders like Mahatma Gandhi pitched for women’s participation

not only in the national struggle but across  all spheres. This gave a great impetus for the participation
of women folk.

· At the all India level, the first to appear in Madras in 1917 was the Women’s Indian Association, started
by enlightened European and Indian ladies like Margaret Cousins and Annie Besant.
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· In 1925 The National Council of Women was formed by lady Mehribai tata.
· Later with the formation of All India Women’s Conference (AIWC) and National Federation of Indian

Women (NFIW), the nascent outburst of feminism was institutionalized.
· Some women’s organizations were formed at provincial level too. Like Bharat Stree Mahamandal by

Sarla devi Chaudhrani, Bangiya Nari Samaj etc.
· Except being part of national politics they raised issues like women’s education, women’s rights,

marriage reforms, rights of w omen labour, women’s  voting right, illicit trafficking of women etc.
· Women even had a significant contribution in the revolutionary activities which grew as a result of the

failure of the moderate dialogue process. Thus the activism and participation of women led to feminist
consciousness in the country during the colonial years.

QUESTION
The emergence of Indian nationalism could be traced in the late 19th century
and new middle class played the most important role in this. Comment.

EXPLANATION
· India since the very beginning has been a multi-diverse community with so many ethnicities c oexisting

and hence unification has  always been a big challenge and so it was during the early colonial years.
· The conspicuous absence of a unifying thread or mechanism worked w ell for the British as it was

easy to conquer by taking advantage of the differences.
· Although there was almost no coordination between the various storm centers of the revolt but all

were fighting for the same cause and that eventually bought the feeling of nationalism in them.
· Western education enlightened the new middle class.
· The early nationalism could be traced in the organizations like British Indian association, Bombay

Association and Madras Native Association and their similar  demands.
· Indian Association by Surendra Nath Benarjee
· Later on with the formation of various organizations like Bengal Association, Indian National Association

and eventually the genesis of the Indian National Congress (INC) in 1885 created a institutional network
to take this nascent nationalism to the next level.

QUESTION
The heinous state of war amongst nations in the present time has transformed
its structure to much of so of a revolt. These have much deeper reasons as
appeared. Briefly describe the role of localized natural resources as one of the
reasons for the uprisings of twenty first century. Justify your views citing
some concurrent examples.

EXPLANATION
· The 21st is witnessing uprisings and wars of a different kind marred with the element of neo-imperialism

and the rat race to grab the resource pools across the world.
· Many wars have been raged in the disguise of world peace and harmony when clearly the objectives

have been to gain control over these resource ric h nations. The “oil” factor had been paramount in
such wars as oil resources have become the most important ones in this era.

· Let’s take the example of  Sudan which was recently bifurcated into two States. The oil resources are
only present in one and the refineries in the other. The conquest for  these resources has  taken the
shape of an uprising of the divided people.

· The recent spurt of color revolutions in the North African nations were also fueled by some opportunist
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countries  who were seeking to set up a friendly regime to as to get the best deal as for as the local
resources are concerned.

· Earlier the power of the nation w as adjudged by its arsenal, today w hat matters is the resource-
bases!

QUESTION
What was the significance of “charkha as a symbol” in the emergence of
nationalism in India?

EXPLANATION
· It was a symbol of  economic progress and self reliance.It w as a potent ins trument to reac h out to

the people in order to spread the Swadeshi Movement. Gandhi picked the charkha (spinning wheel)
bec ause the British colonial rule was wiping out India’s textile produc tion.  Today’s c olonization is
around patenting of life, genetic  manipulation of food, monopolies over w ater,  seeds, plants and
animals.

· When Gandhi came along, India was under British colonial rule.  Cotton was grown in India where the
men would harvest it and the British would ship this cotton back to England and have it woven and
spun into cloth which was then shipped back to India and sold at a price that the people could not
afford.  In order to resist against the British, Gandhi encouraged the men to spin (which was traditionally
women’s work) and weave their own cloth and wear clothing made from this homespun cloth.  This
cloth was  called khaddar or khadi (meaning rough).

· As part of the passive res istance movement, Gandhi would often spin in public.  Since the traditional
charkha was typically bulky and difficult to move, he needed a charkha that could be transported
easily.  He held a contest to design a charkha that would be compact,  portable and affordable.  The
box design of charkha won that contest.  Tradition states that the ac celerator wheel was an idea of
Gandhi’s.

· This experiment of Gandhi eventually forced the British to leave India because the men were not
harvesting the cotton and the use of khaddar cut out the market for the British made cloth.  India
gained economic independence from England.  This is why some Indian money has a charkha on it
and the Congress Party in India placed a charkha on their flag.

QUESTION
Which historical forces shaped the vision of the Constitution?

EXPLANATION
· Indian constitution is the lengthiest of all and has immense detailing on all aspects of governance and

rights. There were several historical forces responsible for its culmination.
· The idea of Justice which has  great relevance came from the Russian revolution which c hanged the

face of the world altogether.
· The ideas  of equality, liberty etc came from the French revolution.
· It was deemed necessary to limit the powers of the State and to provide more rights to the citizens.

This phenomenon which inculc ated constitutionalism came in the form of Fundamental Rights and
was inspired from the American Bill of  Rights.

· The success of the Soviet Union is establishing a socialist order over such a colossal empire inspired
our constitution makers to ink down socialist directive principles.

· The Preamble w hic h represents  the soul of  the Cons titution and is  a key to understand the mind
of the makers was  inspired from the Objec tive Resolution earlier  put forw ard by Jawaharlal
Nehru.
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QUESTION
The economic disturbances were the major cause in the Mopla rebellion but it
was given a communal color. Comment.

EXPLANATION
· Moplah rebellion was essentially a fallout of the Khilafat w rong and the anger of these Muslim peasants

was totally directed tow ards the British rulers.
· This was also fueled by the fact that the British were pushing for exorbitant revenue rates and these

peasants thus had developed an anti-British fervor.
· During the rebellion though, a lot of Hindu Zamindars were supporting the British and this did not go

down well with the Muslim Peasants.
· As a result, a lot of Hindu Landlords were massacred and the rebellion suddenly took a communal

overtone.

QUESTION
How does the style of Medieval Miniature paintings differ from the
contemporary style of Indian painting?

EXPLANATION
· The earliest surviving miniature paintings  are on palm leaves from the 10th century and on paper from

the 14th c entury.  The modern day paintings are only done on standard papers specially manufactured
for this purpose.

· The images  accompanied texts in religious manuscripts and illustrations of mythological epics. This
trend of accompanying texts has now diminished altogether.

· With the advent of the Mughals in the mid 16th century, the subjects of miniature paintings  included
portraits , court scenes, f lora and fauna. In the Rajput (in Rajasthan) and Pahari (in the Punjab hills)
courts, the paintings continued to bring to life poetry, age old legends, religious mythology and the
moods of love and changing seasons. Today the depictions are essentially centered around individualism.

· The emphas is lay on the creation of a mood and the communication of bhava (emotion) through a rich
and lyrical style. Artists worked together in karkhanas (workshops) often working together on a single
painting; some specialising in composition and drawing while others were master colourists. The most
notable traditions of miniature painting in India are the Mughal, Rajasthani, Pahari and Deccani courts.

· But today the creations are more or less individual excellence and focus more on the aesthetics rather than the bhava.

QUESTION
What were the major mark lines of the Indo- Islamic Architecture

EXPLANATION
· The Islamic rule in India saw the introduc tion of many new  elements in the building style also. This

was very much distinct from the already prevailing building style adopted in the construction of
temples and other secular arc hitecture.

· The main elements in the Islamic architecture is the introduction of arches  and beams, and it is the
arcuate s tyle of construction while the traditional Indian building style is trabeate, using pillars and
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beams and lintels.
· The early buildings of the Slave dynasty did not employ true Islamic building styles and consisted of

false domes and false arches. Later, the introduction of true arches and true domes start to appear, the
earliest example is the Alai Darwaza by the side of Qutb Minar.

· The Islamic style also incorporated many elements  from the traditional Indian style and a compound
style emanated. The introduction of decorative brackets, balconies, pendentive decorations, etc in the
architecture is an example in this regard.

· The other distinguishing features of Indo-Islamic architecture are the utilisation of kiosks (c hhatris),
tall towers (minars) and half-domed double portals . As human worship and its representation are not
allowed in Islam, the buildings and other edifices are generally decorated richly in geometrical and
arabesque designs. These designs were carved on stone in low  relief, cut on plaster, painted or inlaid.
The use of  lime as mortar was  also a major element distinct from the traditional building style.

QUESTION
What is the significance of Bhakti in the development of Indian classical music?

EXPLANATION
· The Bhakti movement has made an immense contribution to the Indian Classical Music school. The

major contr ibution being the spread of popularity among masses.
· The bhakti cult blended the devotion towards god with the beautiful notes of music and the end

product was  so powerful that it attracted millions of people.
· Similar movements like Sufism developed in other religions with the same idea of using the power of

Music to perpetuate religiosity among the masses and followers.
· Thus this  movement took the essence of Indian classical mus ic to millions of people.

QUESTION
What are the characters of literature involving Romanticism in India?

EXPLANATION
· The trend of Indian romanticism ushered in by three great forces influenced the destiny of modern

Indian literature. These forces were Sri Aurobindo’s search for the divine in man, Tagore’s quest for
the beautiful in nature and man, and Mahatma Gandhi’s experiments with truth and non-violence.

· Sri Aurobindo, through his  poetry and philosophical treatise, ‘The Life Divine’, presents the prospect
of the ultimate revelation of divinity in everything. He wrote mostly in English.

· Tagore’s  ques t for  beauty was a spiritual quest,  which attained fruition in the final realisation that
service to humanity was the best form of contact with God. Tagore was aware of a supreme
principle pervading nature and the entire universe. This supreme principle,  or the unknow n mystique,
is beautiful,  because it shines through the known; and it is only in the unknown that we have
perpetual freedom.  His collection of poetry in Bengali, Gitanjali (song offerings), received the Nobel
Prize in 1913.

· Tagores’ poetry, after the award, inspired w riters of different Indian languages to popularize the age of
romantic poetry. The age of romantic poetry in Hindi is known as Chhayavad.
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QUESTION
Flag Satyagrah

EXPLANATION
Flag satyagraha describes the campaigns of peaceful civil disobedience that focused on exercising the right
and freedom to hoist the national flag and thus to challenge the legitimacy of the British Raj through the
defiance of laws which prohibited the hoisting of the Indian Flag.

QUESTION
Basohli painting

EXPLANATION
Basohli painting,  school of Pahari miniature painting that flourished in the Indian hill states during the late 17th
and the 18th centuries, known for its bold vitality of colour and line. Though the school takes its name from
the small independent state of Basohli, the principal centre of the style, examples are found throughout the
region.

An oblong format is favoured, with the picture space usually delineated by architectural detail, which
often breaks into the charac teristic red borders. The stylized facial type, shown in profile, is dominated by
the large, intense eye. The colours are always brilliant, w ith ochre yellow,  brown, and green grounds
predominating. A distinctive technique is the depiction of jewelry by thick, raised drops of white paint, with
particles of green beetles’ wings used to represent emeralds.

QUESTION
INA trial

EXPLANATION
The end of World War II  marked a dramatic  change.  The end of the war w as greeted in India w ith a
vast sigh of relief.  However, the issue which mos t c aught the popular imagination was the fate of the
members of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose’s Indian National Army (INA), w ho were c aptured by the
British in the eastern theater of the war. An announc ement by the Government,  limiting tr ials of the
INA personals to those guilty of  brutality or active complicity, was  due to be made by the end of
Augus t 1945. However, before this s tatement could be issued. Nehru raised the demand for leniency at
a meeting in Srinagar on 16th August  1945.  The defence  of  the  INA  prisoners  was  taken up by  the
Congress  and Bhulabhai Desai,  Tej Bahadur Sapru, K.N.  Katju, Nehru and Asaf Ali appeared in court at
the historic Red Fort trials . The Congress organized an INA relief and enquiry committee, which
provided small sums of money and food to the men on their  release,  and attempted to secure employment
for them.

QUESTION
Social sector reforms for scheduled areas

EXPLANATION
Scheduled areas are listed under the 5th schedule of the constitution having high population of tribal people.
Special powers are given to the Governor to handle these areas. In addition to this, various schemes like
Provision of Urban Amenities to Rural Areas (PURA), Panchayat Extens ion to Scheduled Areas (PESA),
Indira Aawas Yojna etc are being implemented. Moreover, these sections are provided with reservation in
educational institutions and in government employment.
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QUESTION
Pashmina wool

EXPLANATION
Pashmina is a type of cashmere wool and the textiles that are made from it. The name comes from Pashmineh,
made from Persian word pashm or wool. This  wool comes from a special breed of goat indigenous to the
Himalayan mountains. The special goat’s fleece has been used for thousands of years to make high-quality
shawls that also bear the same name. Throughout history, kings, queens and other nobility were the only
ones who could afford to have shawls and blankets made from this ultra luxurious fabric. Ancient texts
make reference to the fine textiles made from Pashmina and mentions of Pashmina have been found all the
way back to the times of Mahabharat.




